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I SEA I CHAT SESSIONS A HIGHLIGHT DURING 2021!                         
Enduring multiple lockdowns in 2021 has meant many Ambassadors were 
unable to attend on-site workshops, and our weekly online ICHATS were 
so appreciated by Ambassadors as a meaningful way to connect, learn 
and support each other!  We had some great sessions this term including 
on ‘Businesses for Purpose’ with Sunbutter Skincare, a great session on  
Ambassadors’ feelings about Climate Change, and we finished of with some 
fantastic Ambassador presentations!  

We would like to say a HUGE thank you to our wonderful Council partners, 
ISIC Coordinators, parents/carers, and Marine Ambassadors for their 
patience and understanding during constant program changes of 2021! 

UPDATE FROM THE DRI RESEARCH TEAM

Live simply so that others may simply live! - Gandhi
A great quote coming after COP 26, where the wealthier nations need to look at consumption and 
recognise the impacts on the less well off countries, like pacific nations on our doorstep. As we head into 
Christmas and last minute gift buying, I heard something recently which I loved and wanted to share. 
When considering a gift this season, use the idea of either a READ, a NEED or a DEED as a guide to choosing.                                                          
Happy Holidays everyone from the Education Team!!

The DRI field team had spectacular weather  in 
November on Port Phillip Bay undertaking our Common 
dolphin Monitoring Program. The team was rewarded 
with several encounters, the most exciting being with 
the local 'nursery group'. 

Many familiar fins were photographed, including that of 
V-Nick (pictured), an animal they have been monitoring 
since 2005! It was a highly successful day with around 
30 common dolphins spotted!  Please contact us if you 
want to take part in our PODWATCH Dolphin Monitoring 
Program, everyone can help the dolphins, and have lots 
of fun at the same time!

AMBASSADOR FEATURE- Aurelie’s Beach Blogs 
We love to celebrate our environmental leaders, and 
Melbourne Ambassador Aurelie is a shining example! 
Her first blog (on our Facebook/You Tube/Website) 
highlights the exploitation of global fish stocks, which 
she learned about in an ICHAT. Aurelie’s has used 
humour to educate which is powerful way to engage 
people to act for the planet.  She shows us how much 
fun conservation can be!  Aurelie you are an absolute 
inspiration and we hope that your Beach Blogs continue 
to empower others to help protect our precious 
environment!

AMBASSADORS SEND A MESSAGE FOR COP26              
During the COP 26 Glasgow we held an ICHAT to discuss Ambassadors’ feelings 
about climate issues.  They felt that there has been progress but that it is not 
enough and they were disappointed that Australia has not yet agreed to important 
deals to keep warming to 1.5 C.  Ambassadors wanted to send a message for COP 
26 and our video with Ambassadors, parents and teachers highlights the need 
for emissions reduction by 2030!  This powerful video (on our website) and has 
already inspired many community members to act for the climate!



‘i sea, i care’ Ambassador Program - working with school communities in Marine Education and Conservation 

 Newsletter 4, 2021
Dolphin Research Institute

PO Box 77 Hastings Vic 3915
www.dolphinresearch.org.au

03 5979 7100 

Page 2

RICKETTS POINT ISIC COASTAL WORKSHOP       
What a fantastic day we had with Mentone Girls Grammar for our first 
Kingston on site ISIC workshop after a long lockdown!  The Ambassadors 
began the day by delving into the microscopic world of seagrass, and 
they were so excited to find so many amazing critters such as anemones, 
sea spiders and flatworms! The students now have a much deeper 
understanding of the importance of seagrass habitats as nurseries for 
local fauna! We then tested the Ambassador’s dolphin identification 
skills, and followed this up with a great Climate Change game, proving 
that when Science STEM activities are about important environmental 
issues they can still be so much fun!  

After lunch, we conducted a litter collection and as the workshop was 
during National Recycling week, we focused on the recyclable items in 
our collection. We finished off with a rockpool ramble, and although 
many Ambassadors are local to this area they were amazed at the huge 
diversity of life to be found at this very special Marine Sanctuary!  Thank 
you as always to all the wonderful partners at the City of Kingston, as 
well as our ISIC parents/carers and teachers who make these excursions 
possible, and we all left with huge smiles on our faces after a brilliant 
day!  

To our Kingston Ambassadors who were unable to attend due to Covid 
restrictions we were all thinking of you on the day, and know that there 
will be upcoming opportunities especially for you in 2022!

FANTASTIC DAYS ON PORT PHILLIP  BAY!         
The smiles on the faces say it all!  For the lucky Kingston 
Ambassadors able to attend, all were so excited to jump on 
Moonraker and learn firsthand about the bay’s many amazing 
treasures! (thanks to Torie and her awesome crew!!) Ambassadors 
were thrilled at the chance to snorkel (some for their first ever 
snorkel!) and they had a ball swimming at the beautiful Popes 
Eye Marine Park and then with the ever-playful seals and 
awesome stingrays at Chinamans Hat!  We enjoyed watching 
dolphins feeding and playing around, and on the first trip we 
even had a dolphin swimming beside the boat as we neared the 
pier at Sorrento as the perfect finish to the day!

Experiences such as these inspire Ambassadors and help develop 
a better sense of self-esteem and self-confidence to help 
spread the environmental message and contribute to a bright 
future! Many Ambassadors commented that they wanted to 
try even harder to take positive environmental action!  A very 
rewarding experience for all involved and thanks to all of the 
fabulous parents, carers, and teachers  for transporting our lucky 
Ambassadors to Sorrento!


