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‘i sea, i care’  Ambassador Program - Engaging school communities in Marine Education and Conservation 

GEELONG AMBASSADORS BACK IN ACTION IN 2021!                 
What a fantastic term of Peer Teaching Workshops with our Geelong 
Ambassadors! After a long 2019, we are so grateful to catch up with our 
Ambassadors in person! Adhering to Covid guidelines we minimised 
Ambassador numbers, thus we visited many more schools! The Education team 
absolutely loved the opportunity to visit more schools and hear about the 
actions our Ambassadors were undertaking to raise environmental awareness, 
and we were very impressed!! During the workshops Ambassadors had a great 
time learning about our amazing marine animals and habitats, including 
how humans can impact the marine environment. Through engaging and 
hands-on teaching activities the Ambassadors became more confident at 
communicating the environmental message and felt more empowered in their 
role as Ambassadors to help their communities contribute to a more positive 
environmental future! After Mandy and Jacqui taught the activities with lots 
of tips on communication, and plenty of practice time, the Ambassadors then 
used their new knowledge and skills to teach a younger class! Thank you 
so much to our host schools, coordinators, teachers,  and carers/parents for 
making these workshops possible! We look forward to seeing our Geelong 
Ambassadors in Term 3 for our next Peer Teaching Workshop!

CELEBRATING WORLD ENVIRONMENT WEEK 2021!! 
To honour World Environment Week 2021 , the Education Team hosted a daily 
‘ i sea i chat’ with a range of inspiring people who dedicate their lives to 
working and volunteering in the environmental conservation field!  Our lucky 
Ambassadors were treated to a presentation by our guest speakers, and then 
had a ball during the Q&A session where they peppered our speakers with 
questions about their work, their passion for the marine environment and 
their amazing conservation journeys!  The first presenter was Heidi Tait, the 
cofounder of the Tangaroa Blue Foundation which is an Australia-wide not-for-
profit organisation dedicated to the removal and prevention of marine debris. 
The second presenter was 14 year old eco-warrior Shalise Leesfield founder 
of Shalise’s Ocean Support.  We then heard from Fam Charko who is a Marine 
biologist, and Volunteers Coordinator at the Port Phillip EcoCentre, and finally 
Lucy Skelton, founder of the Student Voice Network for students, by students 
aged 12–25 who take action on social justice and or environmental issues. This 
was an amazing opportunity for our Ambassadors to learn about the real-world 
experiences and for many these sessions helped them to not only have a deeper 
understanding of what it takes to be a marine conservationist, they were also 
able to sample different job experiences to help shape their own conservation 
journeys! We are incredibly grateful to our Council partners, ISIC coordinators, 
and parents/carers for making this program possible. 
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“If we have the power to turn another planet into Earth, then we have the power to turn Earth back into Earth”      
            - Neil Degrasse 
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I SEA I CHAT BACK  IN 2021 BY POPULAR DEMAND!                                                        
Enduring another lockdown in Victoria has meant a challenging term once 
again for our Ambassadors! First and foremost, we would like to express 
our absolute gratitude to our wonderful Council partners, ISIC Coordinators, 
parents, and most of all our amazing ISIC Marine Ambassadors for their 
patience and understanding during the program changes.  During the 
extensive lockdowns in 2020 we conducted regular ‘i sea i chat’ sessions, 
and they were so popular that we decided to run fortnightly sessions  this 
year in term 2!  For Ambassadors, ISIC coordinators and DRI staff alike we all 
agree these online ISIC sessions have been a shining light that constantly 
inspired and motivated us all to keep on swimming!  We have covered a range 
of interesting topics including Climate Change; Citizen Science and marine 
conservation careers; an Ocean Quiz; and finally we had students presenting 
on their favourite marine topic!!  We have had such a great time getting to 
know each other outside of our regular face to face workshops, and many 
students have expressed their absolute gratitude for the additional support 
provided by these sessions!

We are thrilled about the return of the Phillip Island Whale Festival in 
2021!!  This year is quite different with a month long festival instead of the 
traditional festival at Phillip Island over a single weekend. From June 11 to 
early August  you can participate in a wide range of activities online and at 
Phillip Island.  Virtual events include watching whales in real time cruising 
along at Phillip Island and you can join us at any time for our virtual whale 
tour!  Dolphin Research educators will also be presenting on location at 
the Phillip Island Whale Festival on the first weekend in July where you 
can meet our giant Humpback whale!  DRI staff will also be running some 
fantastic dolphin and whale ID activities, and you can learn how to spot 
whales, meet researchers, chat to the DRI team, and much more. For more 
information head to the www.dolphinresearch.org.au or phone us on (03) 
5979 7100 or on Facebook,  and for other online and on-site events head to 
www.islandwhales.com.au or  follow Island Whales on Facebook.
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THE PHILLIP ISLAND WHALE FESTIVAL HAS EVEN MORE ACTIVITIES ON OFFER IN 2021!


