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Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. We are the ones we've 
been waiting for. We are the change that we seek. -Barack Obama

Mandy Robertson - "2020 Educator of the Year"  We proud to announce that Mandy won 
the Environment Education Victoria’s “2020 Educator of the Year” Award (Community educator of 
the year -Environmental Education Provider). The award acknowledges “a major contribution to 
environmental and/or sustainability education above and beyond their regular duties”. Making the 
world a better place can be challenging and being acknowledged by peers is heartening and helps 
motivate us to continue to work for a healthier planet!   This has been a tough year for everyone, 
and for Ambassadors who missed out on excursions we hope you have a fantastic summer break 
and keep on inspiring and motivating others to act more sustainably!!

FINAL I SEA I CHAT FOR 2020! We had a fantastic session for our 
last 2020 ‘i sea I chat ‘! Throughout this Covid journey, these online 
ISIC sessions have been a shining light that constantly inspired 
and motivated us to keep on swimming!  Our final session was 
bittersweet as we have all had a fantastic time getting to know each 
other even more so than we would during a non-Covid year!  

We have had so many wonderful sessions with presentations 
on topics such as Climate Change, plastic issues, evolution, and 
marine conservation campaigns, and positive solutions and 
actions to empower Ambassadors to help the planet during lock 
down!  We also had many fantastic guest speakers, and student-
led presentations, and these sessions were so popular we will be 
incorporating them into future ISIC programs! We would like to 
express our absolute gratitude to our wonderful Council partners, 
ISIC Coordinators, parents, and most of all our amazing ISIC Marine 
Ambassadors! 

ISIC WINS TIDY TOWNS ENVIRONMENT AWARD!

We were thrilled to receive the 2020 Keep Victoria Beautiful 
Environment Award!!  Huge thanks to everyone who makes this 
program possible, particularly our Council partners, the Education 
team, the fantastic ISIC coordinators and parents, and our 
amazing Marine Ambassadors! During a very challenging 2020  
the ISIC Education Team worked hard to adapt the ISIC program 
to ensure our Marine Ambassadors continued to be inspired and 
feel empowered  to act as agents of change during lock down.   
The 2020 online format included on-site filming of workshops, ‘i 
sea i chat’ sessions, interviews with scientists and question and 
answer sessions with a range of amazing people working and 
volunteering in the marine conservation field.  

WARRINGINE PARK  FINAL 2020 WORKSHOP!  During the first lock down 
we had such positive feedback from Ambassadors who enjoyed watching our workshop 
films with many commenting it was almost as good as being there!  So with the recent 
easing of restrictions the Education Team headed straight for Jacks Beach Reserve in 
Bittern at the edge of Warringine Park to film a final 2020 workshop.  We had a fantastic 
time with Gerard from the Mornington Peninsula Shire, who explained the many 
reasons this reserve is so special and the invasive plants that previous Melbourne and 
Mornington Peninsula Ambassadors have helped to eradicate, and even how to identify 
some edible native plants! Thanks again Gerard!!


