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This term Ambassadors from schools in the City of Greater Dandenong had the exciting 
opportunity to witness first hand the some of the living marine treasures above and 
below the surface of Port Phillip Bay. Our Ambassadors had an amazing time snorkeling 
around the crystal clear waters at Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary first participating in a 
snorkel skills session, and then a guided snorkel! Some of the Ambassadors had never been 
snorkeling before, and many commented that they absolutely loved the experience and 
could not wait to snorkel again!!  Ambassadors then participated in a guided rock-pool 
ramble, and they loved wandering amongst the shallow pools searching for crabs, sea snails 
and other critters  that call this beautiful sanctuary their home!

Victoria's Marine National Parks and Sanctuaries are protected areas  in our oceans and bays 
and have an amazing diversity of species and habitats.  At Ricketts Point the Ambassadors 
discovered why these areas are so important, how they can help to protect these beautiful 
habitats, and of course just how much fun marine conservation can be!!!! Thanks to  the 
Beaumaris Life Saving Club, Dive2u, teachers and parents, who made this such a wonderful 
experience for these future marine leaders!  

DANDENONG AMBASSADORS TAKE THE PLUNGE IN 2020!

Come to Phillip Island during the school holidays - and see whales! Meet 
researchers, chat to the team, and find out about whales and more!!  
Spread over the middle weekend, this is a fun, free festival on beautiful 
Phillip Island, for more information go to www.islandwhales.com.au 
and/or contact us at Dolphin Research Institute on (03) 5979 7100

WE HAVE THE POWER TO CHANGE THE FUTURE!!!
The summer just gone has been a powerful demonstration of the long 
term effects that Climate Change will mean for Australia. And not in 
the future but right now. Significant, widespread bush fires and floods 
are the new normal and have devastating consequences for the marine 
environment. The smoke blanketed the coastal areas, bush fires released 
more greenhouses gases and the ash left behind after the fires washed  
into the rivers and the ocean with the flooding that came later. And 
the high temperatures caused marine heat-waves in the Pacific ocean,   
leading to a loss of biodiversity. Our Marine Ambassadors are leaders in 
their school community, and they have many ideas to change behaviours. 
They will take their new knowledge and skills gained during the 
workshops and help spread the environmental message throughout their 
schools and wider communities, to help others understand that we can 
ALL make a difference through changes big and small to help reduce the 
impacts of Climate Change.

PHILLIP ISLAND WHALE FESTIVAL 3-5 JULY 2020


