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WE HAVE THE POWER TO CHANGE OUR FUTURE!!!
The summer just gone has been a powerful demonstration of the long term 
effects that Climate Change will mean for Australia. And not in the future 
but right now. Significant, widespread bush fires and floods are the new 
normal and have devastating consequences for the marine environment. The 
smoke blanketed the coastal areas, bush fires released more greenhouses 
gases and the ash left behind after the fires washed  into the rivers and the 
ocean with the flooding that came later. And the high temperatures caused 
marine heat-waves in the Pacific ocean,   leading to a loss of biodiversity.

Our Marine Ambassadors are leaders in their school community, and they 
have many ideas to change behaviours. They will take their new knowledge 
and skills gained during the workshops and help spread the environmental 
message throughout their schools and wider communities, to help others 
understand that we can ALL make a difference through changes big and 
small to help reduce the impacts of Climate Change.

Come to Phillip Island during the school holidays - and see whales! Meet 
researchers, chat to the team, and find out about whales and more!!  
Spread over the middle weekend, this is a fun, free festival on beautiful 
Phillip Island, for more information go to www.islandwhales.com.au 
and/or contact us at Dolphin Research Institute on (03) 5979 7100

Ambassadors from the Port Phillip Regions of Bayside, 
Melbourne and the Mornington Peninsula had fabulous time  
learning first hand about the bay’s many amazing treasures 
aboard the Moonraker (thanks to Torie and her awesome 
crew!!)  Flat seas, clear waters AND dolphins greeted our 
Marine Ambassadors, cruising right up to the boat! The 
seal swim at Chinamans Hat was a highlight, and for some 
Ambassadors it was their first snorkel! For staff and students 
alike this was a fabulous experience they will never forget! 
A big high five to all the Ambassadors, especially those who 
snorkeled for the first time!!

The ‘i sea, i care’ Ambassadors learn more than just about 
the issues facing our marine treasures and their habitats, 
experiences such as these help them learn to support each 
other and develop a better sense of self esteem and self 
confidence to help spread the environmental message and 
contribute to a brighter future!

   PHILLIP ISLAND WHALE FESTIVAL 3-5 JULY 2020


