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WARRINGINE PARK- 60,000 YEARS IN THE MAKING!
Jacks Beach Reserve in Warringine Park was the perfect for our final 2019 Melbourne Ambassador 
Workshop! European settlers had cleared this land for farming, and 30 years of restoration work has resulted 
a return to the original habitat of salt marshes, mangroves, melaleucas and eucalypts, and many resident 
and migratory species can be found throughout the park. 

The Ambassadors learnt about frog identification and how the type of frogs they find determines waterway 
health; about resident native and non-native animals. They also learnt to identify and remove weeds, and 
after  9 years working with the Mornington Peninsula Shire, Ambassadors have cleared almost all of the 
weeds along the beach path!  There was also a presentation on the area’s indigenous heritage, connections 
to land, past, present and importantly , the future!  Many thanks to Gerard, Emily and Anthony from 
Mornington Shire, and Lionel Lauch from Living Culture, for your wonderful knowledge and enthusiasm.

Congratulations to all Ambassadors for an amazing year of hard work and real achievements in your school 
communities. Congratulations once again to all award winners!

     2019 AWARD WINNERS
Ambassadors of the year : Flynn Thayer and 
Matthew Roder from St Augustine's

Ambassador Highly Commended: Milla 
Bailey from Ballam Park

Co-ordinator: Rachel Drew from Highvale

Outstanding Contribution: Shane Merrett 
from Park Ridge

Fundraisers: Park Ridge

Parent Helpers: Leesa and Dan Godfrey 
from Lysterfield

School joint winners: St Macartan's and 
Valkstone

“ The best motto to think about is not waste things. Don’t waste electricity. Don’t waste paper. Don’t waste 
food. Live the way you want to live but just don’t waste. Look after the natural world and the animals in it. 
And the plants in it too. This is their planet as well as ours. Don’t waste them.” - Sir David Attenborough

I like the simplicity of this statement. There's 
no blame or judgement, just a simple request 
to examine our consumption and live lighter.  
And with Christmas coming, it's the perfect 
time to reflect on what we really need to 
buy.  Being present is often more valued than 
buying presents. Even how we decorate our 
house, tree and wrap our gifts can be done in 
a more sustainable way.  Have a wonderful 
Christmas and New Year and remember, the 
best things in life aren't things! - Mandy and 

the rest of the crew from the Dolphin Research 

Education Team xx

Here are some fantastic home-
made Christmas ideas and 
gifts to help you reduce your 
waste this Christmas!  Bottle 
brush Christmas decorations in 
upcycled glass jars; a reusable 
material calendar; and toilet 
packaging and rolls made into 
bonbons!!!  Now help your 
families reduce their Christmas 
waste and recycle household 
items into gorgeous decorations 
and re-usable items!!!

     Happy holidays to all!!!


