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‘i sea, i care’ Ambassador Program - Engaging school communities in Marine Education and Conservation 

CASEY AMBASSADORS SAILING INTO 2020!
Marine Ambassadors learn to develop leadership skills whilst also gaining 
an understanding of how diverse and important our oceans are, so they can 
promote positive behaviour change within their families, friends, schools 
and wider communities.  The Kasey Lee boat trip on Western Port visits the 
fur seal colony at Seal Rocks, and is a fantastic experience for these young 
students, toward helping deepen their understanding of how precious their 
marine environment is. This experience also helps support and motivate 
Ambassadors to act as environmental champions in their communities, and 
raise awareness about human impacts upon our oceans through pollution, 
particularly plastic, and of course, climate change. 

Thanks so much  to Wildlife Coast Cruises and David Westlake at City of Casey 
for amazing support over the last 7 years! 

Seal Rocks is home to over 30,000 seals, and is a breeding colony with 
up to 10,000 seals at any one time. Seals were hunted until the early 
20th century to the point of collapse, with less than 400 fur seals 
remaining. The first hunting boat left  Victoria for Europe carrying 
33,000 pelts and about 1000 gallons of oil!  It is fantastic to see these 
majestic animals recover to the sustainable numbers of today!  Unlike 
other seal species that have a thick layer of fat or blubber to keep 
them warm, fur seals have a warm, waterproof coat.  The pups are 
only about 10kg at birth and can be left alone or a week whilst the 
mum goes out to feed. The pups are born as far away from the tide 
line as possible, as new-born seals can’t swim!

“ The best motto to think about is not waste things. Don’t waste electricity. Don’t waste paper. Don’t waste food. Live the way 
you want to live but just don’t waste. Look after the natural world and the animals in it. And the plants in it too. This is their 
planet as well as ours. Don’t waste them.” - Sir David Attenborough

I like the simplicity of this statement. There's 
no blame or judgement, just a simple request 
to examine our consumption and live lighter.  
And with Christmas coming, it's the perfect 
time to reflect on what we really need to 
buy.  Being present is often more valued than 
buying presents. Even how we decorate our 
house, tree and wrap our gifts can be done in 
a more sustainable way.  Have a wonderful 
Christmas and New Year and remember, the 
best things in life aren't things! - Mandy and the 
rest of the crew from the Dolphin Research Education 
Team xx

Here are some fantastic home-
made Christmas ideas and 
gifts to help you reduce your 
waste this Christmas!  Bottle 
brush Christmas decorations in 
upcycled glass jars; a reusable 
material calendar; and toilet 
packaging and rolls made into 
bonbons!!!  Help your families 
reduce their Christmas waste 
and recycle household items 
into gorgeous decorations and 
re-usable items!!!

   Happy Holidays to all!!


