
CARING FOR OUR 
BAYS SINCE 1991

Report dolphin and 
whale sightings to  

dolphinresearch.org.au  
03 5979 7100

PROTECTING DOLPHINS - from what and how?  

This newsletter is produced 
‘in house’ by DRI staff and 

volunteers. Printed on 
Australian recycled paper.

Funds donated from the OBrien Real Estate Foundation will go towards supporting the 
community-based dolphin monitoring program in the Western Port areas of Somers, 
Balnarring and Merricks. This is a recent partnership, and much appreciated.

THANK YOU, OBRIEN REAL ESTATE FOR HELPING DRI

When the Institute was formed to 
“protect dolphins” 28 years ago, we 
didn’t really know the “what” or the 
“how”. Today we do...

There are two quite different groups of 
threats to our dolphins; direct threats 
from our activities in their environment, 
and indirect threats from activities 
affecting their environment. 

Some dolphin like Ariel’s Calf (above) 
show the scars left from a propeller 
injury. She is not alone in Port Phillip 
and we know that one bottlenose 
dolphin died from propeller injuries.  

Entanglement from discarded fishing 
gear is also an issue. In May 
2013 we rescued Ariel’s 
Calf’s own calf from an 
entanglement of 
shark line. 
It was 
twisted 
around 
and around 
its tail. It 
had been there so long that seaweed 
had grown on the line, which had also 
embedded deeply into flesh and in 

some places, had grown over. We were 
able to get the line off and think the 
wounds would heal.

I wonder if both mother and calf are 
accident prone?  

Other direct impacts come from 
approaching vessels interfering with 
behaviour. 

The top image shows a boat closely 
following dolphins. Whilst it’s possible 
that the dolphins just “popped up”, this 
image is from a series taken by one 
of our Citizen Scientists. She watched 
the boat change course and follow the 
dolphins for quite some time.    

We know that dolphins may react 
to vessels hundreds of metres away. 
Sometimes some dolphins in a group 
will approach vessels and others will 
avoid it and move away. We think 
this could be a protective strategy for 
teenage dolphins to meet the threat, 
giving mothers and calves the chance 
to escape.  

Whilst this vessel probably won’t 
injure the dolphins, it will change their 
behaviour.  
The challenge is that it’s hard to know 
how many times in a day is it okay for 
dolphins to have their resting, feeding, 
social or nursing behaviours interrupted. 

This is why the Marine Mammal 
Regulations are so important. 

Our research in the 1990’s supported the 

changes to the regulations to license 
dolphin tours and tighten up on private 
vessels. The principle was to minimise 
changing dolphin behaviour, leaving 
them to decide if they will or won’t 
interact with vessels. 

We are stressing this principle in our 
submission to a ten-year review of the 
regulations by the state government. 

The current regulations are very 
complicated -so they are hard to 
communicate, understand and enforce. 

We currently have 5m, 30m, 50m, 
100m, 150m, 200m and 300m distances 
depending on the type of vessel, and 
whether they are seals, dolphins or 
whales. We will put our final submission 
on our website.   

The “indirect” environmental threats 
are possibly the biggest concern for our 
dolphins - and we will cover this in our 
next newsletter. 
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Special Thank You. Newsletters  
and websites don’t just happen. For the 
past 9 years Jenny Parsons has worked 
in the background to bring our stories 
to life. She is leaving DRI and this will 
be her last newsletter. Thank you on 
behalf of us all and best wishes for 
what comes next.     

Jeff Weir, OAM Executive Director.



DRI’s ‘i sea, i care’ AMBASSADOR PROGRAM AROUND THE BAYS 

MENTONE PS ‘i sea, i care’  AMBASSADORS MAKE WORLD OCEANS DAY SPECIAL 

Melbourne

KingstonGeelong

City of 
Dandenong

Bayside

Mornington Peninsula

Casey

We have continued to expand the secondary school marine science program with another new school joining this year, and a 
pilot program over the school holidays for students in years 8-11 to experience science with a real world focus.  

Dandenong

Amelia tells what happened ...

'On Friday 7th June Mentone Primary School celebrated World Oceans Day 
with many events and activities that was a big success. The DRI Ambassadors 
had a key part to make the day all about understanding more about our bays 
and oceans.

Micheal ran the water shooting activity where you had to use a water pistol 
to try and shoot and have the water land into the bucket below to save water. 
Chloe hosted a jelly bean guessing competition for 50 cents a guess. Julia’s 
activity was really fun and involved rubbish and waste. My activity was a 
memory game. On the memory cards were sea creatures that live in Port 
Phillip Bay, I found it really fun to watch everyone have a go. Lastly, we had 
a whole school colouring competition with some amazing prizes donated by 
our ambassador families.

On the day we had a dress up day and awarded the best dressed. It was 
really cool and fun to see all the costumes across every grade. We had two amazing winners who were dressed 
as jellyfish and a shark. The whole day was a big success and everyone enjoyed it, thank you to everyone who 
participated and helped raise money for the Dolphin Research Institute, we could not have done it without you!'

Ambassadors Amelia, Chloe, Julia and Michael 

“Our four wonderful DRI Ambassadors in Grade 5 ran a 
day full of activities to celebrate our oceans and bays. 
Read their recounts to hear about what they planned 
for our school community to enjoy". Esther, 'i sea, i care' 
Ambassador teacher.

It's been an incredible first 
half of 2019 so far. Almost 
600 marine ambassadors 
from 100 primary schools 
around both Port Phillip 
and Western Port bays 
are challenging their 
communities to DO MORE, 
DO BETTER with our 
approach to a low waste 
lifestyle. 

The greatest threat to our planet is the belief that someone else will save it: Robert Swan, polar explorer, environmentalist.



Well, what a whale season we have been 
experiencing! Some fantastic weather, plenty of 
whales and most pleasing of all, our new online 
reporting system ‘PodWatch’ has proven to be a 
great addition to our Two Bays Whale Project. At 
the time of writing this article, we had logged 
228 separate, validated sightings of humpback, 
southern right and killer whales plus numerous 
dolphin sightings and a mystery whale from 
across the Two Bays region and beyond! What a great result!

As well as sighting information we also receive hundreds of images of whales, some 
of which are of the underside of humpback whale flukes (tails). These “fluke shots” 
can, and are, used for comparison and addition to the Victorian humpback whale 
fluke identification catalogue. This season our research team has added 14 new 
whales to the catalogue which brings our total to 95 catalogued humpback whales 
in Victoria. 

These successes are due to our wonderful network of citizen scientists and our 
project partner Wildlife Coast Cruises, without which the Two Bays Whale Project 
would not exist. Please, keep your eyes on the water and report those sightings!!! 
https://www.dolphinresearch.org.au/report-sightings-page/

David Donnelly, Research Officer.

THANK  YOU ... AND COUNTING

Yu Feng

Dean McCormick

Beck Holder

Dana Thackeray

Robin Humphries

Dana Thackeray

*taken from Wildlife Coast Cruises

Amanda Riley

Niki Donovan

*taken from Wildlife Coast Cruises

*taken from Wildlife Coast Cruises

Karl Bromelow

Fiona Balthasar

Mat Black

DRI and the Two Bays Whale Project 
really do value sightings from the 
public. Our researchers never forget how 
special it is to see a whale - for the first 
or hundredth time. Thank you for these  
images, we share your passion! 

ISLAND WHALE FESTIVAL ... 

2019 Carter Esch (DRI)

What a way to increase the 
awareness and appreciation 
of whales! Beautiful Phillip 
Island, marvellous volunteers, 
migrating whales cruising up 
the coast ... hope to see you 
there next year.

We also matched a whale with 
interesting pigmentation that 
was photographed off Phillip 
Island this season, to a sighting 
made off Port Stephens, New 
South Wales in 2015. 

This sharing of information and 
networking is what makes the 
project so great and helps to 
build the knowledge of whales 
across the east coast of Australia.

Whale 89 aka VIC_0089. Image by DRI volunteer Carter Esch onboard with Wildlife Coast Cruises.

 2015 Leanne Maffesoni (Port Stephens)



Bay Fish N Trips
Catholic Education 
Melbourne
City of Casey
City of Greater Dandenong
City of Kingston 

THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS
DELWP
Esso & BHP
Good Company
Kiss Printers 
MAW Civil
Midland Insurance Brokers

Moonraker Charters
Mornington Peninsula News Group
Mornington Peninsula Shire
Mornington Sea Glass
Port Phillip Bay Fund
Portsea Village Resort

The Dolphin Research Institute relies on contributions from people like you. Your support is a tangible way to help care for our dolphins and bays. 

SOMETHING NOT RIGHT ....?
 Boats: 100m for dolphins, 200m for whales   

Jet-skis: 300m for dolphins & whales  

Swimmers, surfers: 50m whales, 30m dolphins

Drones: 500m dolphins & whales

 www.dolphinresearch.org.au    

DOLPHIN OR WHALE EMERGENCIES - 
DELWP: 1300 136 017 

INJURED SEALS - AGL MARINE 
RESPONSE UNIT:  1300 245 678

INJURED PENGUINS - AWARE: 
0412 433 727   

ILLEGAL FISHING: 13 FISH (13 3474)

VIC EMERGENCY HOTLINE: 
1800 226 226
DOLPHIN RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
5979 7100

MINIMUM APPROACH DISTANCES

‘I DIDN’T KNOW THAT ...’ 
So many times our education officers 
are told this after our ‘Victoria’s Living 
Marine Treasures’ education program.

In an hour, the audience experiences the 
wonders of our bays and their stunning 
inhabitants. Suitable if you’re 4 or 94!

Ample parking, wheel-chair friendly, 
air-conditioned and just $12 per person, 
this is a great outing for community 
groups. Book on 5979 7100 or online at 
dolphinresearch.org.au/contact

Ritchies Supermarkets
Thrive
Trigger Bros.
Western Port Marina
White Cleland Solicitors


