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MAKING US ALL JUMP FOR JOY

This newsletter is developed 
and printed ‘in house’ by DRI 

staff and volunteers. Printed on 
Australian recycled paper.

Over 400 young ‘i sea, i care’ 
Ambassadors started the year with 
a splash, and a grin. From seven 
regions around the bay, they attend 
workshops about peer-teaching, 
catchments, pollution and litter 
management -  see more inside. 

AMBASSADORS OVERBOARD IN 2019 THANK YOU ... 

*and to Ritika, Ritesh 
and the crew at Steamin’ 
Mugs in Hastings for your 
wonderful support! 

*to the donors and bidders in 
DRI’s Mothers Day Auction - 
$5000+ raised 

There is a saying from the 12th century 
philosopher, Maimonides, that says;

“Give a man a fish and you feed him for 
a day; teach a man to fish and you feed 

him for a lifetime”.  

I’m very pleased to say that the Institute 
has recently received a chance to “learn 
how to fish” - well, sort of. 

The peak charities group, ‘Our 
Community’, earlier in the year 
advertised fellowships for charities 
to receive training and on-going 
mentoring to work with their 
“CrowdRaiser” fundraising platform. 

DRI is one of only twelve Australian 
charities to receive this wonderful 
opportunity. We are the only 
environmental organisation and one of 
the smallest in the group. 

‘Our Community’ set up their GiveNow 
fundraising platform in 2000, to provide 
an easy and low-cost way for charities 
to receive donations. They have raised 
nearly $104 million for over 4,000 
charities.

Several years  ago they launched their 
“CrowdRaiser” platform to empower 

individuals or groups to rally support for 
their favourite cause. 

Simply, champions appealing to their 
network raises more than charities can 
by themselves. 

We are calling it our GiveNow Appeal. 
Just look for the graphic below on the 
home page of our website.     

You will also find a short video with 
some of our inspiring young leaders 
explaining why they support us.

We all depend on the bays being 
healthy. This is what our goal of raising 
$50,000 by 30 June is all about.

It’s a big goal but completely achievable 
with a team of awesome, committed 
champions. 

We already have CrowdRaisers who 
have set goals of $500, $2,000 and 
$10,000 (for a large organisation).

The funds will support research to 
answer questions crucial to protecting 
our dolphins, and target education 
programs to help a community of 
60,000 reduce toxic pollution flushed 
from three suburbs (as a pilot).  

We hope you will consider establishing 
your own CrowdRaiser page. But if it’s 
not for you, it’s still possible to support 
our appeal through our website. 

Together we will create an ‘i sea, i 
care’ COMMUNITY – Victoria’s most 
powerful movement of people who care 
for our bays.

Go to www.dolphinresearch.org.au or 
call us on 03 5979 7100 for more.

Jeff Weir OAM, Executive Director 



SCHOOLS EDUCATION‘i sea, i care’ AMBASSADOR PROGRAM  

Ambassadors from six schools in the City of Greater Dandenong got up close to some of the 
living marine treasures in Port Phillip recently. They had an amazing time at Ricketts Point 
Marine Sanctuary - and special thanks to DRI's Jacqui for sharing her snorkelling skills with the 
super keen Ambassadors!

Victoria's Marine National Parks and Sanctuaries are protected areas of our ocean and contain a 
wide diversity of species. At Ricketts Point the Ambassadors learnt about why these areas are so 
important, investigated the seagrass habitat and explored the rock pools.

Thanks to everyone who made this such a wonderful experience for these future marine 
champions. Read about other 'i sea, i care' Ambassador regions at dolphinresearch.org.au.

The Education Team had a hectic and rewarding 
time at the recent Mornington Peninsula 
Schools Environment Week, held at The Briars, 
Mornington. Thanks to Jacqui, Carolyn and 
Russell for being so enthusiastic over the four 
days (and thanks to Michelle, one of our DRI 
volunteers, for helping make the event run so 
smoothly!)

Primary school students learnt about the 
environment, and how to care for it. Activities 
and interactive displays were in marquees in 
the Expo Paddock. Children were organised into 
groups of five with a teacher or parent supervisor.

The students visited activities according to 
their particular interests; horticulture, water 
conservation, marine studies, ecology, native 
fauna and flora, as well as community interest 
programs such as SPIFFA, CFA and friends groups.

Read more about our education programs at 
dolphinresearch.org.au - and remember, we can 
come to you!

The Dolphin Research Institute's Education Director, Mandy, has been kept busy in 2019 with the ‘i sea, i care’ Ambassadors, school programs and community 
programs. From talks at Flinders to intrepid explorers from the ‘Big Smoke’,  junior rangers at Point Leo, to festival goers at Balnarring, Mandy loves sharing DRI’s 
stories about our living marine treasures to the local community and beyond. Of course, part of community education is also highlighting the ways we all can make a 
difference. From picking up litter, reducing plastic use, joining a local action group or becoming a citizen scientist (see next page!) - you will help the planet survive.

DRI's Education team has amazing stories to tell - contact us on 5979 7100 or check out the programs on our website, dolphinresearch.org.au

COMMUNITY EDUCATION

HAPPY BIRTHDAY DRI Ambassadors Zoe and Elliotte from Our 
Lady of Fatima Parish PS Rosebud, helped 
DRI celebrate our 28th birthday at the 
Mornington Yacht Club. Thank you, and the 
article you wrote for your school newsletter! 
PS Thanks Mornington Yacht Club for the 
beautiful venue for the night.

Balnarring Point LeoFlinders



THANK YOU AND GOOD 
BYE, DR SUE MASON

KEEP THE DATE - ISLAND WHALE FESTIVAL ... WEEKEND 5-7 JULY
The community of Phillip Island is celebrating all things whale again this 
winter. Join the team from DRI over the weekend at a talk inside a whale, on a 
cliff looking for whales, or over a coffee at the Community Centre.

This family-friendly festival is a great way to get to know more about the 
whales that will be in the full-swing of migrating north to Queensland.  

Come and say hello to Sammy the Seal, Bottles the Dolphin and the DRI team! 

We say farewell to Dr Sue Mason, DRI’s Research 
Director, after 12 years of being a very important 
part of the DRI team.

 Sue’s fascination with marine mammals started 
in Hawaii through volunteering on humpback 
whale research projects with Earthwatch. At the 
time she was a primary school teacher, and those 
experiences in Hawaii built a passion for science 
that led her to complete a biology degree at 
Monash University.

She subsequently gained an Honours degree, and 
then her PhD from Curtin University. Her research 
showed that the common dolphins living near 
Mornington had become permanent residents. 
This has scientists from all over the world looking 
at our dolphins with amazement. Everywhere 
else in the world common dolphins live in the 
open ocean.

Sue’s love of learning was supported by DRI; 
working together we have achieved a vast 
amount - with Sue’s PhD research contributing 
greatly to the understanding about our dolphins 
that is crucial to their protection. A true win-win.

RESEARCH IN GOOD HANDS 
We are delighted to announce that David Donnelly, a long-
time team member and research officer with DRI, will be 
taking on an expanded research role. 

 David’s involvement with DRI goes back to the beginning - 
helping with research as a volunteer -  and as his skills and 
experience developed, working on local research projects in 
between assignments all over the world.

 So far this year he has worked for the Australian government 
in Antarctica on a blue whale ecology project, and with 
colleagues on a killer whale project off Western Australia.

 David also has a passion for the value of citizen science and 
community engagement which has led to him founding the Two Bays Whale Project, a citizen science 
initiative in  partnership with Wildlife Coast Cruises and DRI. Developing this project will be a key focus 
for David during the next six months. Some of you may hear from him as he delivers a range of talks for 
community groups and stakeholders around the Two Bays region.   

 We are very lucky to have David’s passion, skills, and commitment at DRI… Our fieldwork is in very 
good hands. Read what David has to say about the coming whale season below. 

Winter is finally here - bringing with it beautifully crisp, still mornings and the arrival of large whales along 
our coastlines. Already we have seen the first southern right whales of the season near Portland on the west 
coast. The first of the migrating humpback whales have begun to appear in the Two Bays region. 

Southern right whales arrive along our coast for calving and mating, while the smaller humpback whales are 
merely passing through as they make their way north to warmer waters for the same reasons. 

Each season we are seeing more and more humpback whales using nearby Bass Strait which coincides with a 
measured east coast population increase of approximately 10% per annum. Sadly, the story is not as positive 
for the southern right whales. They don’t appear to be showing any measurable population increase in our 
region.

For the fifth successive year, the Dolphin Research Institute is partnering with Wildlife Coast Cruises in leading 
the Two Bays Whale Project. The project is building a picture of large whale movements within the Two 
Bays region using sightings from a vast network of citizen scientists dotted around Port Phillip, Western Port 
and the coast. This information allows great community engagement whilst building a strong database of 
information that has already been used to help inform government on management of these animals (and 
even tracked one whale involved in an entanglement).

Anna Carson : Humpback image taken from Wildlife Coast Cruises, 2018



Bay Fish N Trips
Catholic Education Melbourne
City of Casey
City of Greater Dandenong
City of Kingston 
DELWP
Esso & BHP
Good Company

THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS
Kiss Printers 
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Midland Insurance Brokers
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Mornington Peninsula News Group
Mornington Peninsula Shire
Mornington Sea Glass

Port Phillip Bay Fund
Portsea Village Resort
Ritchies Supermarkets
Thrive
Trigger Bros.
Western Port Marina
White Cleland Solicitors

The Dolphin Research Institute relies on contributions from people like you. Your support is a tangible way to help care for our dolphins and bays. 

facebook.com/twobayswhales        www.dolphinresearch.org.au    (03) 5979 7100

W      What time and date

H        How many whales

A         Activity - what were they doing

L          Location/GPS

E          East/west/south/north  -  travelling

S          Species

Report your dolphin or whale sightings to https://www.dolphinresearch.org.
au/report-sightings-page/

Once the page is open you can save it as an ‘App’ to your mobile by clicking on 
the top right-hand corner in your browser and selecting "save to the home 
screen" for future sightings! 

If you’re an avid whale watcher or would just like to see a whale along 
our coasts, become a citizen scientist! 

All you need to do is find yourself a comfortable vantage point or book 
yourself onto a Phillip Island whale watching cruise with Wildlife Coast 
Cruises…the whales will be here very soon! 

If you are lucky enough to spot a whale, be sure to report your sighting 
to DRI using our new, improved sighting App ‘PodWatch’. 
You can open ‘PodWatch via our website or save it to your phone’s home 
screen and use it as you would an App.  https://www.dolphinresearch.org.
au/report-sightings-page/

You can also keep an eye on our Facebook page for up to date sightings 
https://www.facebook.com/twobayswhales/

Good luck!!!!

Humpback whale, Portsea


