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Ambassador Winners - Nathan Vu (St Justins), Keely Butcher (St Augustines)

School Winners - Stella Maris and Kunyung

School Highly Commended - Woodlands

Fundraiser - Park Ridge

Outstanding Contribution  - Glen Jepson (Kunyung) and Ebony Jenkin (St 
Josephs, Crib Point)

Outstanding Parent - Kat Watt (St Judes, Scoresby) and Kylie Connelly 
(Lysterfield)

Dolphins and whales, being mammals, need to breathe air just like we do. Living in 
water obviously creates a challenge as they need to come to the surface to do this. 
Consequently the blowhole(s) are located on the top of the head, behind the skull. 
These blowholes are akin to our nostrils.

In the ancestor of all modern whales and dolphins, they were located in the same 
place, on the face. This ancestor lived around 50 million years ago and was a small, 
deer-like animal that lived on land. As evolutionary changes occurred, the nostrils 
gradually migrated to the top of the head to allow the animals to become completely 
amphibious.

But why do some species only have one blowhole when we have two nostrils? The 
answer lies in the communication used by each species. In whales like humpbacks, 
blue and southern rights, there are still two blowholes. These whales are called baleen 
whales as they have baleen plates in their mouth instead of teeth. 

For all the dolphins and toothed whales such as sperm whales, however, there is only 
one blowhole - the other one has evolved into the sonar centre that these animals use 
to communicate, navigate and also hunt! These sounds travel through the water as 
pressure waves and bounce back off schools of fish, boats and reefs. 

Look out for our two dolphin species, the bottlenose and common, this summer and 
marvel at their amazing history.

ONE BLOWHOLE OR TWO?
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Jacks Beach Reserve at the southern end of the park is the perfect place to learn all about 
the flora, fauna and indigenous connection to the land here in Warringine Park. European 
settlement changed the landscape into farm land until about 30 years ago. Since then it has 
slowly been returning to something like its original habitat, with salt marshes, mangroves, 
melaleucas and eucalypts. 

The Ambassadors learned about the native frogs of the area, native animals and some of the 
pests that the rangers have to deal with; which plants were weeds and how to successfully 
remove them - and the indigenous heritage and healing nature of the land. 

After working in this reserve for 8 years with the Ambassadors, the path down to the 
foreshore is now almost completely clear of weeds, all due to the work of the Ambassadors!

Congratulations to all Ambassadors for an amazing year of hard work and real achievements 
in your school communities. 

WARRINGINE PARK- 60,000 YEARS IN THE MAKING


