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CARING FOR OUR 
BAYS SINCE 1991

Report dolphin and 
whale sightings to  

dolphinresearch.org.au  
03 5979 7100

BUILDING A COMMUNITY THAT CARES

This newsletter is developed 
and printed ‘in house’ by DRI 

staff and volunteers. Printed on 
Australian recycled paper.

Boats: 100m     
Jet skis: 300m  
Swimmers/surfers: 30m 
Drones:  500m

Minimum Approach Distances 
in Victoria for Dolphins:The Institute provides balanced and evidence-based input to 

influence decision making and debate. Recent examples include:

•	 International Whaling Commission Case Study on the 
Management of Dolphin Swims in Victoria; highlights the role 
DRI’s research played in the successful outcomes. 

•	 Victorian Marine Mammal Regulations; submission to the review.

•	 National Landcare – Environmental Grants; awarded to conserve 
threatened cetaceans by broadening community awareness. 

•	 Victorian Environment Assessment Council; seeking case study of 
‘i sea, i care’  program in Marine Values Assessment.  

•	 Summer public awareness campaign of ‘ Stay 100m Away.’

Remember - Don’t deliberately go 
closer than the above distances (and 
smile if they swim up to you)!

This beautiful bottlenose dolphin 
with the backdrop of bayside 
homes is a reminder of the tensions 
between our suburban lives and 
the well-being of our coastal 
environments.   
When our research team took this 
image, the population living around 
the bays topped five million. This is 
expected to double again by 2050!
Building a community that cares 
enough to change how we live 
around our bays is going to be 
crucial.  Especially in this future of 
ballooning population and changing 
climate.   

 LEADERSHIP IS KEY TO A CARING COMMUNITY

This newsletter reflects the diversity 
of DRI’s approach:- science to 
find evidence to support decision 
making and determine priorities; 
- involvement of the community 
through citizen science, community 
events, education - and our 
award-winning ‘i sea, i care’ 
Ambassador Program.  
DRI does not rest on its laurels.  
We are always looking for ways 
to increase our effectiveness. 
Early in 2018 we became one of 
the first charities in Australia to 
become accredited in measuring 
our social impact (and yes, we 

can show impacts). Early in 2019 
we will undertake training with a 
world expert on ‘social marketing’ 
- to again review and improve our 
effectiveness. 
A snapshot of our most recent 
blog posts on the last page of this 
newsletter  shows the strategic 
diversity of our work – an incredible 
volume of activities aimed at 
building a ‘community that cares’. 
None of this is possible without our 
loyal supporters - they really are the 
true meaning of  ‘i sea, i care.’ 



AMBASSADORS LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

WALK FOR OUR BAYS - THANK YOU WALKERS AND SUPPORTERS

It was an amazing day at Point Lonsdale with these young marine Ambassadors from the Geelong 
region. It was their last workshop of the year and as Mandy, DRI’s Education Director said about them ... 
‘they inspire me to keep doing what I love, empowering the next generation to become leaders in their 
community’.

The two main locations for the days activities were at the foreshore and the rock pools below the 
lighthouse at Point Lonsdale.  Ambassadors learnt about the Indigenous history of the area, sea grass 
habitats and how our citizen science program works on dolphin and boat monitoring, plus the rock pool 
fauna!

A big day for the Ambassadors - who enjoyed a well-earned barbeque to wrap up their final workshop 
for the year. Well done to them all, and we know they will carry on their marvellous work for the 
environment into the future.

If you know any schools or teachers that would like to get involved with the ‘i sea, i care’ Ambassador 
program, then encourage them to get in touch. We are recruiting now for 2019 in seven regions around 
Port Phillip. Read more about ‘i sea, i care’ on our website, www.dolphinresearch.org.au

The Dolphin Research Institute is pleased that an Environment Effects Statement (EES) is required for the AGL proposal 
for a floating liquid natural gas facility in Crib Point. This is now a requirement from the state government before any 
development can proceed.

DRI will critically read the EES, and report publicly our findings. This is what we do – we are a science-based organisation 
and consider issues on the available facts and information. If we believe, from the evidence-based science, that there are 
significant environmental problems raised by the EES – we will say so.  And follow this with appropriate action. This may be 
representations at ministerial and/or department level. 

DRI AND DEVELOPMENT IN WESTERN PORT

Our position will be clear, and available to the public – as it is now. Our website openly states our current view – read here how it has unfolded during 2018.

A great day for a great cause!

Sunday 21 October saw people 
gathering at the Western Port Marina 
to celebrate Victoria’s bays and living 
marine treasures. Many walked 
through Warringine Park, home of the 
world’s most southerly mangroves!, to 
join in the activities. 

Face-painting, magic, ice cream and 
much more kept the day fun - and 
special. Thank you to you all.Image: Andy Cole



REACHING OUT WITH THE ... 

In a remarkable feat of endurance, an injured humpback whale calf has swum from Queensland to 
Victoria – with its mother by its side for all the 2000 kilometres.

They were first seen in Hervey Bay in September. The calf was thought to be about six weeks old 
then, and it had deep, open wounds. We suspect it had been attacked by a shark, as new-born 
whales are common prey for large sharks and killer whales.  

Forty-seven days later, whale watchers on Wildlife Coast Cruises saw the mother and calf off Wilsons 
Promontory.  Despite its injury, the calf appeared to be swimming freely. It now has to survive the 
Southern Ocean on its journey to the sub Antarctic, where it will spend summer. 

Citizen scientists across the country cooperated in ‘tracking’ the miracle calf. From the photographs 
taken of it in Hervey Bay, the calf was able to be identified in Victoria due to its distinctive scarring. 

Dolphin Research Institute’s ‘Skinmap’ software was used to precisely “map” the shape of the calf’s 
dorsal fin and injury in digital images, providing an almost certain confirmation that it is the same 
individual. 

These citizen scientists provide data for the Two Bays Whale Project, which is a collaboration 
between Wildlife Coast Cruises, Dolphin Research Institute and Killer Whales Australia. 

DRI = DOLPHINS AND WHALES AND SO MUCH MORE

DRI’s long-term commitment to our dolphins, whales and the marine environment continues with your support.

PS  Whale number 75 has recently been added to 
the Victorian humpback whale fluke identification 
catalogue (thanks to the Two Bays Whale Project). 

Keep sending in sightings to dolphinresearch.org.au

The Dolphin Research Institue is more than dolphins! We collaborate with Killer Whales Australia and Wildlife 
Coast Cruises to run the Two Bays Whale Project. This is an overview from its 2018 report (available online).

The 2018 Victorian whale season again proved to the Two Bays Whale Project that ‘Citizen Scientists’ are key 
to collecting sightings. The use of social media, a sightings hotline and scientific expertise are useful and 
reliable means of monitoring whale movements. 

 The success - being numbers of sightings of whales - of the 2018 season was due to an excellent, and 
growing, network of enthusiastic supporters, good communication and collaboration between organisations.  

Regular whale watch cruises gathered much of the sighting data. The tourist vessels ‘Kasey Lee’ (above) 
and ‘Brianna Lee’ are owned and operated by Wildlife Coast Cruises based on Phillip Island. Other 
sightings came from land, vessel and even helicopter observations.

Sighting reports were scored for reliability using a 1 to 5 system, with 1 being unlikely and 5 being 
validated with imagery (video or photograph).

Overall in the 2018 season (1 June - 31 August) there were:

•		275	confirmed	separate	sighting	events	

•		estimated	592	individual	animals

•		3	confirmed	species	(southern	right,	humpback	and	killer	whale)	

Note: the figure of 592 individuals is a best estimate after omitting probable and known re-sights.

This is an overall increase in sightings compared to previous years. This increase is expected with 
the growing network of citizen scientists as well as a known population growth of east Australian 
humpback whales.

 Of  special note was a higher than expected number of sightings of southern right whales in the 
region. Whether these sightings were of a number of individuals or the same few whales moving 
locally is unknown as insufficient photo identification images were gained. Also of note was the 
finding of a newborn humpback whale calf in July, a rarity for the region with only two other validated 
similar events.

Injured calf in Hervey Bay: image Vicky Neville 

The ‘Island Whale Festival’ was part of the Two Bays 
Whale Project communication and outreach plan. 
The weekend was a great success with over 3,300 
people braving the winter weather.

 The support of Wildlife Coast Cruises, the Dolphin 
Research Institute, Destination Phillip Island, 
Phillip Island Nature Parks, Bass Coast Shire and the 
International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) made 
it so successful. So too did the presence of Sammy 
the Seal and Bottles the Dolphin, below with Sue 
Mason, DRI’s Research Director. 

MIRACLE SWIM BY INJURED HUMPBACK CALF



Bay Fish N Trips
Catholic Education Melbourne
City of Casey
City of Greater Dandenong
City of Kingston 
DELWP
Dolphin Products
Eastern District Computer Services

THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS
Esso & BHP
Good Company
Kiss Printers 
Ian Potter Foundation
Martha Cove Marina
Midland Insurance Brokers
Moonraker Charters
Mornington Peninsula News Group
Mornington Peninsula Shire

Mornington Sea Glass
Port Phillip Bay Fund
Portsea Village Resort
Ritchies Supermarkets
Trigger Bros.
Western Port Marina
Westernport Holden
White Cleland Solicitors

“WITH YOUR HELP WE CAN BUILD 
A COMMUNITY THAT CARES”

www.dolphinresearch.org.au   (03)5979 7100

The snapshot of blog posts from our website, covering less than 
two weeks, reflects the diversity of our activities that bring 
together science, education and community.  

Visit our website and see more of our blog posts at www.
dolphinresearch.org.au/blog/

What you will see are rich stories about our marine life, our 
science and also our community programs - with lots of smiling 
faces of passionate people. 

What you don’t see is the hours of preparation to build 
partnerships and breathe life into these programs - and to build 
skills to strengthen our organisation. 

THE CHALLENGE is that we have to keep finding smarter 
approaches to work with a rapidly-changing society. 

We see ‘i sea, i care’ COMMUNITIES as a powerful way to 
work with these changes. It is logical to extend our proven 
ambassador program to the wider community and we are 
looking at different ideas.    

Over the next few months we will undertake training with 
world-leaders in social marketing, and also train with Google to 
build our skills and open our minds to new solutions. 

YOUR support makes it possible for us to learn, develop and 
produce innovative solutions to help our community care. 

Please support our Summer Appeal, or consider 
giving a “donation gift”  for 2019.  

‘i sea, i care’  COMMUNITIES .... COMMIT, SHARE AND SUPPORT  


