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CARING FOR OUR 
BAYS SINCE 1991

Report dolphin and 
whale sightings to  

dolphinresearch.org.au  
03 5979 7100

WITH YOUR HELP WE CAN BUILD A COMMUNITY THAT CARES

 CO-OPERATION AND A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT; VITAL FOR US ALL  

 ‘i sea, i care’ COMMUNITIES

•	 Commit	to	an	Action	- 
to help the bays such as 
always picking up after 
your dog, avoiding using 
single-use plastics 

•	 Share ‘i sea, i care’ stories 
and ideas by telling your 
friends, sharing our news 
and posting your ideas

•	 Support	DRI’s programs 
by participating in citizen 
science, events and 
supporter programs. This newsletter is developed 

and printed ‘in house’ by DRI 
staff and volunteers. Printed on 

Australian recycled paper.

How would you cope if you lost half your face? There is 
one amazing dolphin living in Port Phillip doing just this. 
Nick-named M J (for Missing Jaw) by our research team, 
he is a male, short-beaked common dolphin, with half of 
his upper jaw missing (possibly due to an accident).
M J was first photographed by us in Port Phillip in 2016. 
He was with several other common dolphins also new 
to us in the bay. Besides the confronting sight of his 
missing top jaw, there is also severe scarring on M J’s tail. 
This is healed (looking almost like a zipper) and doesn’t 
affect how he swims. Apart from these injuries, M J 
appears to be healthy and of a normal body size. 

He is still in Port Phillip, and still socialising with the 
same dolphins he was initially photographed with in 
2016. These photos of M J are from a recent survey by 
the research team.

It is difficult to know how M J manages to survive. We 
know that common dolphins co-operatively feed; they 
work together to ‘round-up’ bait fish. This makes the 
most of the food supply. Maybe this behaviour, and the 
productivity levels of the bay, allow M J to survive.

Melbourne’s Port Phillip is home to resident populations 
of healthy dolphins, both common and bottlenose. 
Elsewhere in urbanised bays, dolphins are stressed from 
pollution, loss of habitat, over-fishing and unsustainable 
conditions. This stress often manifests as ill-health and 
skin lesions. In almost any comparable bay in the world, 
M J might not survive.
This amazing dolphin and the bay are comparatively healthy now; it’s up to us to keep them that way.  

“Live	your	life	as	a	good	ancestor” is good, and timely, advice . It is 
advice that could make us all think and act differently. 
‘i sea, i care’	COMMUNITIES is about helping our wider community to take 
small steps towards becoming “good ancestors” and stewards for our bays. 
Share our stories to open the eyes of our peers. Commit to actions that will 
help our bays and be a role model. Support our programs and organisation. 
There are lots of ideas and easy ways to participate on our website.  
www.dolphinresearch.org.au. It feels good to live as a good ancestor. 



AMBASSADORS LEADING INTO THE FUTURE

ISLAND WHALE FESTIVAL - GREAT WEATHER FOR COMMITTING!

One of the best things about my job is that I get to work with the most amazing, inspiring and passionate kids every 
day. And I'm privileged to visit their schools, present at assemblies, even chat with them on the radio about how 
precious our oceans are and that we all have a part to play in protecting them.  We know we are having an impact.
But none of this is possible without you. Our supporters provide us with the capacity to develop new programs and to 
secure their future when grants finish. 
Please take a moment to support our vital education work with these young environmental leaders.

What I will commit to do to help the oceans ...
A lot!! That was the answer from young festival goers at the recent Island Whale Festival, Phillip 
Island. Commitments included using re-usable water bottles, collecting rubbish from the beach and 
using containers for school snacks!
With the weather being suited more for whales than people, it was great to see so many people 
enjoying the Festival. DRI was also busy with whale-watching from windy lookouts (below) and 
amazing story-telling in and around our inflatable whale.
Thanks to our research and education teams, and our wonderful volunteers, who again made the 
Island Whale Festival such a success.
You can be committed too! Join our new 'i sea, i care' Communities on-line to show your support. 
It's quick, easy and helps spread the message to care for our bays. Simply tick what you will do, or 
are already doing, and tell your friends to join in too.

The ‘i sea, i care’ Marine Ambassadors at Cheltenham East Primary School got their school 
community involved in World Oceans Day this year. They designed and distributed pledges for the 
school community to sign in an effort to encourage ecological lifestyle choices. 
The community embraced the initiative with 60 families avoiding plastic shopping bags, 58 families 
saying no to plastic straws, 68 families not using balloons and 48 families avoiding disposable coffee 
cups and water bottles.
The impact the Marine Ambassadors are making hasn’t stopped there. Term 3 has seen the introduction 
of the CEPS Compost Crusaders. The Ambassadors are organising and co-ordinating students from 
across all year levels to manage the school compost system. They are excited to reduce the amount of 
food waste being put into landfill and help provide the school community with delicious produce from 
their school garden.  (Thanks for telling us; keep up the great work!)

“My daughter made a door hanger and 
put it on the front door to remind me 
to take my bags whenever I went to 
the shops. She really took our pledge 
seriously.” (Paul, Parent)

 “My mum bought some metal straws that she 
keeps in her handbag. We never use plastic straws 
anymore.” (Gemma Yr 3)

 “We use bags made out of old curtains 
when we buy fruit and vegetables.” (Oliver, 
Foundation)

 “I was surprised how much better my cuppa 
tasted out of my new glass Keep Cup.” 
(Robyn, Parent)

‘”When we had my brother’s birthday 
party we didn’t use balloons. I felt really 
good because I was helping wildlife. 
(Lewis, Yr 4)

“When we went to take away places we would 
ask them to take out the straws and we would ask 
for a metal spoon. It made me feel happy that we 
were saving the environment.” (Judah, Yr 4)

“Every time we went to a restaurant they 
would give us straws and I would say, “No 
thank you.” My family is still saving the sea 
animals by not using straws. I plan not to 
use them for the rest of my life. (Ollie, Yr 4)

PLEDGES THAT WORK

EDUCATION DIRECTOR  - MANDY ROBERTSON

Such amazing young Ambassadors. Read more about them and our other Ambassadors on our website. 

Ambassadors from Cheltenham East show how it’s done! Be inspired - yes, we can make a difference!    



NEWBORN HUMPBACK WHALE FOUND BY DRI RESEARCH TEAM - TINY AND EARLY! 

RECORD NUMBERS OF HUMPBACK WHALES 
FOR THE TWO BAYS WHALE PROJECT.

DRI TO THE RESCUE...
Seeing an orange distress flare like this 
one rarely bodes well.
DRI’s research team was truly in the right 
place at the right time for an exceedingly 
lucky (and very wet and cold) woman 
recently.
Having fallen overboard from her yacht, 
the woman was in big trouble in the cold 
waters off Cape Woolamai. She had no life jacket, and was unable to physically climb back into the 
yacht. The captain eventually set off a distress flare – which was seen by the DRI team.
From surveying for whales and common dolphins along the Bass Coast, DRI’s Sue Mason and Dave 
Donnelly, along with two colleagues, swung into action. 

First throwing her a life jacket, and then getting a line to her, the floundering woman was able to 
be pulled aboard DRI’s research vessel.
DRI’s Research Director, Sue Mason, said “If she had remained in the cold water for much longer, 
she really could have died”.
Once aboard, the woman was wrapped in blankets and comforted by our researchers on the trip 
to San Remo. Here she was met by her mightily-relieved family, and later by the yacht from which 
she had fallen.
We are very proud of the professional seamanship skills of our research team - preventing what 
could have been a tragedy. By supporting DRI you know that you are supporting more than our 
research and education programs. 

The newborn humpback whale off Cape Woolamai recently seen by DRI is only the third 
ever newborn recorded in Victorian waters. Based on the calf’s appearance, and comparing 
images from previous sightings, this one is by far the youngest humpback whale calf on 
record in Victorian waters.
Only days old, it was pale, and under 4 metres long, its dorsal fin was flopped over, and 
it had a large rostrum and prominent foetal folds. The foetal folds are creases in the 
calf’s skin and insulating blubber caused by being curled up in the womb. These folds are 
prominent in newborn whales and dolphins, and typically fade as the calf matures.
Our cold waters could be dangerous for the calf. David Donnelly, DRI’s Research Officer, said 
“the mother was one of the largest humpback whales the DRI team have ever observed 
anywhere, possibly nearly 16 metres long and very girthy”. 

She needs to be “girthy” to supply her calf with the many hundreds of litres of milk every day during the 10-11 months until the calf is weaned. Humpback 
calves are usually born and spend their first months in warmer waters off northern New South Wales and Queensland, unlike southern right whales that 
normally give birth in Victoria’s relatively cold waters. 

Citizen scientists around the coast have been 
reporting their sightings of migrating whales, with 
confirmed sightings of humpback, southern right 
and killer whales. The Victorian humpback whale 
fluke identification catalogue now has over 70 
individual whales! This is up from 52 last year.
Sending us your sightings of dolphins and whales 
is easy on DRI’s website – click on the ‘Report 
Sightings’ button, and off you go. Or you can phone 
in your sightings on 03 5979 7100. We respect your 
privacy and never release your details. Sometimes, 
with permission, we use images sent to us; like 
these from Anna Carson and Kath Hart.  
An important way to be part of  ‘i sea, i care’ – 
and to care for our bays.

These stories occurred from DRI research surveys of dolphins and whales over winter. Our long-term commitment to 
our dolphins, whales and the marine environment continues with your support.



Bay Fish N Trips
Catholic Education Melbourne
City of Casey
City of Greater Dandenong
City of Kingston 
DELWP
Dolphin Products
Eastern District Computer Services

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
Esso & BHP
Good Company
Kiss Printers 
Ian Potter Foundation
Martha Cove Marina
Midland Insurance Brokers
Moonraker Charters
Mornington Peninsula News Group
Mornington Peninsula Shire

Mornington Sea Glass
Port Phillip Bay Fund
Portsea Village Resort
Ritchies Supermarkets
Trigger Bros.
Western Port Marina
Westernport Holden
White Cleland Solicitors

‘i sea, i care’  COMMUNITIES .... COMMIT, SHARE AND SUPPORT .... IN PERSON OR ON-LINE 

The Dolphin Research Institute relies on contributions from donors like you. Your support is a tangible way to help care for our dolphins and bays. 

Help make a difference. Buy your re-usable bags from DRI. 
Affordable, strong and you’ll carry the message that you care for 
your bays wherever you go!  On-line at dolphinresearch.org.au

 A great day for a great cause!
 At the Hastings foreshore or Warringine Park on Sunday, 21 October 
-  9.30 or 10am start. Food, fun activities, face-painting and magic. 
If you can’t make it on the day - do a virtual walk on-line. 

WAYS YOU CAN HELP BUILD A COMMUNITY THAT CARES 

Special gifts donated by our marvellous supporters. Everything from wine to 
worm farms! Great for Christmas or anytime.
An easy and quick way to support DRI and beat the shopping crowds. 
On-line at dolphinresearch.org.au or 03 5979 7100

   MONDAY 26 NOVEMBER - MONDAY 3 DECEMBER 2018ON-LINE AUCTION

Become a citizen scientist and add valuable data to our 
records. Send or phone DRI your sightings of dolphins and 
whales to dolphinresearch.org.au  (03)5979 7100

EVENTS

CITIZEN SCIENCE

SHOP ON-LINE

Carry bags $3 each or 
5 for $12

Beach bags $12 each or 2 for $20


