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Over summer, DRI’s research team again monitored an area along the 
southern Mornington Peninsula that is known to be a ‘hotspot’ for 
dolphins. It is also known to be a hotspot for those of us who like to 
enjoy the beach, boats, jetskis and stand-up paddle boards. We ran 
a pilot study here in 2016. Our research work investigated if it is still 
preferred by the dolphins, and if vessels were regularly observed. 

There appeared to be a change in the dolphins’ preference for the area. 
While we observed the dolphins using particular areas of the hotspot, 
they were not frequenting it as regularly as in 2016. This finding was supported by the anecdotal reports of the locals 
that stopped by our field site, and the local camping ground rangers. 

 The dolphins often feed in the area, so it is possible that a change in fish 
behaviour or availability has affected the amount of time the dolphins spent in 
the area. 

We will continue to monitor this dolphin hotspot. Our findings are valuable for 
the DELWP wildlife managers. 

Thank you to interns Ben (Monash University) and Julian (Deakin University), 
[photo opposite], and our volunteers for sharing the challenges and highlights 
of summer field work with DRI.  

WITH YOUR HELP WE CAN BUILD A COMMUNITY THAT CARES

 SOME DOLPHINS CHANGE THEIR BEHAVIOUR OVER SUMMER

•	 Share ‘i sea, i care’ stories and 
ideas by sharing our news feeds 
and posting your ideas,

•	 Support	DRI’s programs by 
participating in citizen science, 
events and supporter programs. 

Begin by going to our website where 
you can learn more and make a 
commitment.  
We want to have more than 5,000 
join us by the end of 2018. You can 
help us achieve this by supporting 
our appeal. 

Welcome to DRI’s new ‘i sea, i care’ COMMUNITIES	....
Working to protect our bays’ environment is key to protecting our 
dolphins and marine treasures.
Did you know that our bay is kept healthy by filter feeding animals like 
scallops, mussels, worms and sponges that act like a gigantic aquarium 
filter? The main threats to these filters come from our suburbs. 
The risk is that our waters could turn a murky, smelly green with toxic 
algal blooms. The consequence is that the environmental amenity, social 
and economic values provided by the bay will be lost. 
There are challenges (remember the beach closures after rain) but there 
is also hope. The recent State of the Bays Report shows thats we have 
made progress with the health of the bays. But we have NO room for 
complacency: our population is expected to grow to 8 million by 2050. 
The concept of ‘i sea, i care’ COMMUNITIES, working with the wider 
community is logical. It builds on our research, citizen science, education, 
ambassador program and community relationships, to engage a much 
wider (and unconverted) audience. 
Begin by going to our website where you can learn more and make a 
commitment. We want to have more than 5,000 join us by the end of 
2018. You can help us achieve this by supporting our appeal. 

‘i sea, i care’ COMMUNITIES 
asks you to:
•	 Commit	to	an	Action	- 

to help the bays such as 
always picking up after 
your dog, avoiding using 
single-use plastics 

•	 Share ‘i sea, i care’ stories 
and ideas by sharing our 
news feeds and posting 
your ideas

•	 Support	DRI’s programs 
by participating in citizen 
science, events and 
supporter programs. 

This newsletter is developed 
and printed ‘in house’ by DRI 
staff and volunteers. Printed 
on Australian recycled paper.



average use of only 15 minutes.

AMBASSADORS MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR OUR BAYS

INSPIRING TEENAGE AMBASSADORS 

This initiative is funded by the Port Phillip Bay Fund.  We aim to continue to expand 
the secondary Ambassador program; we rely on our supporters for future funding 
of this and our other education and research programs.

Dame Jane Goodall DBE is a British 
primatologist and anthropologist. She is 
an expert on chimpanzees with more than 
55-years studying wild chimpanzees.

The enthusiasm, energy and optimism of the ‘i sea, i care’ 
Ambassadors is inspiring! They know that they can, and will, make a 
difference – for the bays, for the dolphins, and for the future.
Why is this important? Population growth, climate change ... within 
the Ambassadors’ lifetime it’s projected that Melbourne will double 
its population. 

That means double the impact on current infrastructure, double the 
number of trucks on the road, and bottom line, double the number 
of people flushing toilets into the sewage system. Already we see 
‘overflows’ in some areas around the bays after heavy rain storms.

Our Marine Ambassadors across Melbourne and around Geelong 
continue to inspire their school communities and look for more ways 
to reduce, reuse, recycle.

DRI is very proud of all of these young passionate primary and 
secondary marine ambassadors. With help from you and our 
supporters, they will indeed make a difference.

An exciting new chapter in the Dolphin Research Institute’s successful ‘i sea, i care’ program began this year. We now have passionate 
marine ambassadors in local secondary schools. 
 The secondary program is for Year 10 students who have a strong interest in science and are considering a career in marine science. 
Importantly, it is an alternative to work experience, which we are often contacted about but unable to support. So far, six schools and a total of 
39 students are working with, and bring mentored by, our Education and Research staff. 
 During the year-long program, students investigate, with the support of their teacher and DRI staff, a marine-based issue about which they 
are passionate. The students then develop audience-appropriate, evidence-based presentations. These will be shared with their peers and 
their local community, and beyond. 

The Ambassadors take part in workshops 
across the year. The most recent 
workshops introduced them to how 
scientists monitor dolphins from land. 
They learnt how to use marine binoculars 
and record sighting data.  This was then 
put to the test during a field session at 
Schnapper Pt, Mornington in search of 
the resident common dolphins. Here are 
some of the new Ambassadors trying out 
their binocular skills!



The family-friendly ‘Island Whale Festival’ is on again! Join us at Phillip Island on Friday July 6 to Sunday 8 (this is 
the middle weekend of the school holidays). Learn about whales, their migration routes and a whole lot more.
•	 Our amazing inflatable whale will be at the marquee at the Cowes Cultural Centre every day – with sessions 

at 1pm,  2:30pm and 4pm. Book for one of the FREE 45 minute sessions, and climb into a whale! 

•	  Or try and spot a real whale on Saturday and Sunday from one of the Island’s lookouts at Cape Woolamai 
(9:30am) and Pyramid Rock (11:30am). DRI’s researchers will be there to inform and inspire you - and tell the 
difference between a spouting whale and a wave. 

TALK TO A DRI RESEARCHER ON A CLIFF OR IN A WHALE !

Remember the approach distances; they are there for your protection. Jetskis - 300m; boats - 200m, drones 500m, and swimmers and surfers - 50m.

WHALES ON THE WAY

Become a Citizen Scientist and contribute to this growing project!  It’s an easy way to help, and 
you’re supporting your environment, your bays and your whales.
•	 Report your whale sightings to the Two Bays Whale Project at the DRI website, www.

dolphinresearch.org.au/sightings.
•	 There is no need for exact co-ordinates or distances - "two whales off Cowes, travelling 

towards The Nobbies, at midday" is valuable information to report and be recorded.

LOOK OUT FOR DRI’S VERY OWN ‘BOTTLES THE DOLPHIN’ AT THE FESTIVAL!    PROGRAM & BOOKINGS www.islandwhales.com.au

Individual humpback whales can be identified using photographs of the unique 
black and white patterning on the underside of the fluke (tail). Using the sightings 
and images collected so far, the Two Bays team has created a humpback whale fluke 
identification catalogue now totalling 50 individual whales! The catalogue is a first 
for Victoria and contributes valuable information to the Australia-wide research into 
humpback whales. (Read more about it on our website).

The best land-based areas to see whales in the Two Bays region are 
•	 Barwon Bluff 
•	 Port Phillip Heads 
•	 Cape Schanck 
•	 The Nobbies, Pyramid Rock and Cape Woolamai on Phillip Island 
•	 and high elevations along the Bass Coast. 

After spending summer in the Southern Ocean, humpback 
whales are heading north for the winter. They usually start to 
appear along our coastline in June, with the Queen’s Birthday 
long weekend unofficially known as the start of the ‘whale 
watching season’. Look out for humpbacks, southern rights, 
minkes, and killer whales (actually a type of dolphin). 

The Two Bays Whale Project is increasing the knowledge 
of these marvellous creatures. It is a partnership between 
the Dolphin Research Institute, Killer Whales Australia and 
Wildlife Coast Cruises, Phillip Island. Now into its fourth 
season, the project focuses on the two bays of Port Phillip and 
Western Port, and the Bass Coast. It is calling on supporters 
and keen spotters to again help record whale movements 
through our region.

This year, up to 33,000 humpback whales will travel along 
Australia’s east coast to the calving grounds, compared to 
the post-whaling population estimate of around 200. Not 
much is known about the migration of humpback whales 
along Victoria’s south coast. Bass Strait could be a previously 
unknown ‘whale corridor’ for some humpback whales on their 
winter migration. 



Bay Fish N Trips
Catholic Education Melbourne
City of Casey
City of Greater Dandenong
City of Kingston 
DELWP
Dolphin Products
Eastern District Computer Services

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
Esso & BHP
Good Company
Kiss Printers 
Ian Potter Foundation
Martha Cove Marina
Midland Insurance Brokers
Moonraker Charters
Mornington Peninsula News Group

Mornington Peninsula Shire
Mornington Sea Glass
Port Phillip Bay Fund
Ritchies Supermarkets
Trigger Bros.
Western Port Marina
Westernport Holden
White Cleland Solicitors

OUR AMBASSADORS ARE SPREADING THE MESSAGE .... TOO PRECIOUS TO LOSE

Thank you to everyone who supported our recent 
Mothers’ Day auction - over $3,000 was raised. 
We are very grateful to the businesses that donated their 
wonderful products and services. Act, Share, Care!

The Dolphin Research Institute relies on contributions from donors like you. Your support is a tangible way to help care for our dolphins and bays. 

Affordable, strong and you’ll carry 
the message that you care for your 

bays wherever you go!  
 Online dolphinresearch.org.au or 

phone 03 5979 7100

The ‘i sea, i care’  Primary Ambassadors program inspires students in grades five and 
six about their environment, how amazing it is, and the issues it faces. 

The Ambassadors pass on what they learn to their peers in school, and beyond.  
Through peer teaching workshops, the Ambassadors become comfortable in public 
speaking. Indeed, the development of their self-confidence and maturity from these 
workshops is remarkable. 

The workshops introduce them to the wonders of Victoria's marine treasures, and some 
of the future concerns. Role-plays develop the Ambassadors' skills and confidence to 
talk to audiences. Later in the day, the Ambassadors put the theory into practice by 
teaching what they had been taught to younger students from the host school.

For many of these young Ambassadors, speaking in public is a huge challenge. Their 
enthusiasm and excitement about the environment, plus the support from their fellow 
Ambassadors, carries them through the workshop and into confidently spreading the 
message of caring for our bays to their community and beyond. 

Thanks to the wonderful Ambassadors from Cranbourne West Primary School 
for sending us this poster (right) about their peer-teaching workshop. 

Help make a difference. Buy 
your re-usable bags from DRI. 

Carry bags 
$3 each or 5 
for $12

Beach bags 
$12 each or  
2 for $20


