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CARING FOR OUR 
BAYS SINCE 1991

DANGER IN OUR WATERS
VOLUNTEERS TO THE RESCUE

Report dolphin and 
whale sightings to  

dolphinresearch.org.au  
1300 130 949

All sightings add to our 
database of the habitats 

and movements of 
dolphins and whales. 

No sighting is released 
publicly.

Community excitement about the 
growing numbers of humpback 
whales visiting our coast has fed 
interest in the Two Bays Whale 
Project.  People are keen to report 
sightings and hear about the latest 
whereabouts of the whales. 
More whales also means a greater 
risk of entanglements in fishing 
gear or boat moorings.  
Reports from wildlife officers of an 
entangled humpback whale off Rye 
back beach recently reinforced the 
value of our citizen science program. 
These reports were quickly validated 
by our experienced volunteers who 
were able to find and track the 
whale from land vantage points. 
Volunteers in the network ‘followed’ 
it along the coast and were able 
report that it had ‘untangled’ itself 
by the time it reached Cape Schanck. 

This flow of ‘real-time’ information 
provided a dynamic response to 
assist wildlife officers with their 
decision making. 
Well done to our citizen scientists.
Up until now we have seen the Two 
Bays Whales Project as a long-term 
project to build a big picture of 
whale movements in the central 
Victorian region. This remains the 
core focus (we talk about more of 
the outcomes on page 3). 
However, this recent response and 
another since then, reinforce the 
great value that quality citizen 
science offers environmental 
managers.
We know it can sometime take years 
of persistence for projects  like Two 
Bays to have a real impact. It took 
nearly two decades to add the 50th 
individual whale to the Victorian 

humpback whale catalogue. It was 
a worthy milestone for us, but the 
boost to our understanding is far 
more significant. 
We now suspect that Bass Strait 
is a previously unknown path for 
humpback whales on their northerly 
migration. This knowledge helps to 
explain why they are here, and will 
be crucial for the future protection 
of these whales.  
It would not be possible to create, 
establish and maintain important 
programs like Two Bays without 
the passion of our team, our 
citizen scientist volunteers and our 
dedicated donors. 
It’s like the submerged 20,000+kg 
of the whale we don’t see in the 
photo – it’s the bits you don’t see 
that really count! 

HAVING IMPACT
Programs that assist with 
entanglements, develop new tools  to 
measure dolphin health or develop 
young leaders, don’t happen by 
accident. 

DRI knows it is best to first understand 
an issue and then figure out the way to 
deliver lasting solutions. 

Most things we do can be leveraged 

Spy-hopping humpback whale with accompanying dolphins 
taken recently off Phillip Island by David Donnelly. 

to create greater impact than can be 
achieved in isolation.

Everything we do is reviewed to drive 
improvement or direct change. 

Research is presented to peers for frank 
assessment and ideas for improvement.

Our ‘i sea, i care’ Ambassador program 
was independently ‘benchmarked’ 
against international best practice to 

 ISSUE     RESPONSE  IMPACT

test and improve our unique model.    

We exist to deliver solutions to 
issues facing our dolphins and their 
environment. It’s all about outcomes, 
not about us.    

This is why our loyal donors have trusted 
us for over 25 years.



DURING THE LAST MONTHS ....  

2017 WALK FOR WESTERN PORT         
SUNDAY 22 OCTOBER
Join us for the 6th annual Walk, this year in 
October, to guarantee lovely weather! 
Our aim is to bring open eyes and hearts to the 
wonders of Western Port - and to raise funds. 
You will join our  ‘i sea, i care’ school 
Ambassadors and their families as well as lots of 
other keen walkers - some with 4 legs! 
There will be face painting, sizzling sausages, 
Friends of the Hooded Plover, local indigenous 
presentation, magic and COFFEE! 
There are two walks: 
Hastings Foreshore (Short, starting at 10.30) and 
Warringine Reserve (Longer, starting at  9.30). 
We all finish together for a wrap up by noon. 
Tickets and walker sponsorship on DRI’s website. 
$5 Child, $10 Adult, $25 Family (2 A, 2 C).

Call 1300 130 949 if you need assistance. 

The past months have been particularly busy with 
significant community engagement initiatives 
aimed at building stewardship for our coastal 
environment. 

‘i sea, i care’ Secondary School program 
DRI is pleased to be expanding our award-
winning ‘i sea, i care’  Ambassador program 
into secondary schools in 2018.  Through 
education and leadership, students develop skills, 
knowledge and awareness to take into their own 
communities.

World Oceans Day - June 8
Many of our ‘i sea, i care’  Ambassador schools 
celebrated on June 8 in various ways. From 
dressing in blue, or as sea creatures, to songs and 
‘drawing’ outlines of dolphins with gold coins, 
the Ambassadors and their schools showed their 
passion for our living marine treasures ! 

Boat Show  
DRI’s “Bottles” was sighted at the Melbourne 
Boat Show at the Dolphin 
Research Institute stand. 
It was fantastic to meet so 
many interested people. 
Thanks to our volunteers 
and staff for being on 
our stand. A very special 
thanks to Bottles! 

Island Whale Festival 
July saw the research and education teams 
heading to Phillip Island for a weekend of 
all things whales, 
from watching them 
cruising past the 
Island, displays and 
information programs 
in our own inflatable 
whale! This is part of 
our leadership role 
in community engagement for our marine 
environment.

Regional Coastal Plan Implementation 
Jeff Weir, DRI’s Executive Director recently 
chaired a meeting of this Committee as part 
of his role on the Central Coastal Board. The 
Regional Coastal Plan has 8 priority actions to 
achieve by 2020 for the region that includes 
Port Phillip and Western Port. It’s an important 
part of managing the challenges of climate 
change and population growth.

Media appearances 
DRI’s David Donnelly featured on Radio 
Marinara 3RRR discussing the significance 
of adding the 50th whale to the Victorian 
Humpback Whale Catalogue. ‘Totally Wild’ shot 
a segment at DRI for an upcoming episode 

of the Network 10 program. The focus was also 
around the Victorian Humpback Whale Catalogue.  
Jeff Weir was on world media with his articles 
about the flesh-eating amphipods in Port Phillip.

Reflections 
Our new on-line  magazine about the bays was 
launched on World Oceans Day. Second issue 
will be out in time for Christmas. See it on our 
website. 

Keep in touch with updates by subscribing to our 
e-bulletin and also checking out our news blog on 
our web site. 

 Thanks to Josie Jones for our poster.  Download a copy from our website.

Some fun from past years .........



NEW MIGRATION PATH FOR WHALES

RESEARCH DIRECTOR SPEAKS TO 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
Sue Mason, DRI’s Research Director, recently 
presented a research paper on Port Phillip’s 
common dolphins to the 12th International 
Mammalogical Congress held in Perth. 
This was an important opportunity to both share 
our science and to gain feedback from peers to 
improve our own understanding and work.  The 
latter is critical to ensure that our research is 
relevant and highly credible.  
The International Mammalogical Congress is 
the premier international mammal conference, 

DRI and our citizen science project, the Two 
Bays Whale Project, have this year identified 
a previously unknown migratory corridor for 
humpback whales through western and northern 
Bass Strait. Humpback whales annually migrate 
from their summer feeding grounds in Antarctica 
to warmer breeding grounds in the tropics. 
Migration paths or corridors are generally well 
known; for example the  popular ‘Whale Trail’ 
along the Victorian coastline. Now we believe we 
have another one in Bass Strait.

The Two Bays Whale Project volunteers have 
gathered, collated and analysed enough sighting 
data to believe that this new area is a migration 
corridor for humpback whales. It is important that 
we continue to learn, and document, more about 
the whales in this area; particularly with threats 
posed by commercial fishing, large vessel activity, 
infrastructure development and climate change.

Not only have our Two Bay Whale volunteers 
found this new path for humpbacks, they have 
also tracked a possibly entangled whale (see 

page1) – and seen the 50th individual humpback 
whale listed in the Victorian Humpback Whale 
Catalogue.
 This is part of the national humpback whale 
collection.  By being able to definitively identify 
individual whales, on-going, long term data and 
research is possible.
 Individual humpback whales can be identified 
using photographs of the unique black and white 
patterning found on the underside of the fluke, 
also known as the tail.
This image (above) of VIC_0050 was taken 
off Kilcunda in July.  Working with interstate 
colleague Peta Beeman at Southern Cross 
University, there is now a confirmed match for 
VIC_0050 to a sighting off Byron Bay, NSW 
in 2014. This is extremely exciting and very 
rewarding for the Two Bays Whale Project team as 
it is their first interstate re-sight.

The Two Bays Whale Project thanks Wildlife Coast 
Cruises for being a key partner. 

MARINNA 
During our surveys we often encounter a special 
common dolphin we call Marinna.  Marinna has 
a severe tail stock injury that occurred early last 
year. We are not sure what caused the injury, 
but it is possible that Marinna was struck by a 
vessel.  The injury has healed and doesn’t seem to 
have affected the young dolphin’s swimming or 
leaping ability.
The risk of injuries to our dolphins can be reduced 
by vessels maintaining their distance when they 
encounter them.  A minimum approach distance 
of 100m applies to recreational vessels and 300m 
for jet-skis.  The main message is - if you are lucky 
enough to encounter dolphins, don’t approach 
them, let them come to you ...
See our website for more information. 

sponsored every four years by the International 
Federation of Mammalogists. It provides an 
important forum for professional mammalogists 
on the latest marine and terrestrial mammal 
conservation topics, research concepts and 
techniques. 
Sue presented to an audience of marine mammal 
specialists and mammalogists during the 
conference’s marine mammal symposium.
She brought back a number of ideas to improve 
our citizen science programs. Her work on the 
common dolphins was well received and she said 
it was helpful to other researchers to understand 
their common dolphins’ communities. 



Bay Fish N Trips
Bullfrog’s Bali
Catholic Education Melbourne
City of Casey
City of Greater Dandenong
City of Kingston 
DELWP
Department of the Environment 
Dolphin Products

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
Eastern District Computer Services
Esso & BHP
Good Company
Kiss Printers 
Ian Potter Foundation
Martha Cove
Midland Insurance Brokers
Moonraker Charters
Mornington Peninsula News Group

Mornington Peninsula Shire
Mornington Sea Glass
Office of Catholic Education
Ritchies Supermarkets
Trigger Bros.
Western Port Marina
Westernport Holden
White Cleland Solicitors

OUR PEOPLE ARE OUR FOUNDATION 

For over 26 years our supporters provide the strong foundation to support our core 
research and education programs - to become more successful with grants and 
partnerships - but most importantly to achieve real impact.  Last year fundraising 
took only 10% of our expenditure. 

dolphinresearch.org.au  
1300 130 949

Ellen Nougher leading a peer teaching 
workshop in Dandenong.

THOUGHTS FROM A DRI INTERN -  ELLEN NOUGHER

My first experience with the Dolphin 
Research Institute was looking 
for a placement for my Master of 
Teaching through Monash University 
in late 2016.  When I saw there 
was an opportunity to apply for a 
primary teaching placement with 
an organisation that combined 
the outdoors, education and 
environmental protection, I was 
immediately interested and applied. 
I was lucky enough to land a role 
with the wonderful team at the DRI.
The time I spent over that summer 
with Education Director Mandy 
and her team gave me plenty of 
wonderful experiences. Some of 
these included working closely 
with the primary school ‘i sea, i 
care’ Ambassadors who are always 
enthusiastic to get involved, and 
work together toward becoming 

young leaders for our marine 
environments. It wasn’t long after 
this time spent working with the 
education team at the DRI that I 
knew I wanted to come back, and 
become even more involved with 
the team and the fantastic work 
they do.
Nearly 10 months since my primary 
placement finished, here I am 
again to complete my secondary 
placement! This time I’m  working 
with secondary students from 
various schools to learn about 
the history of Western Port and 
Port Phillip Bay, human impacts 
on marine treasures and the links 
between inland areas and our bays.   
My passion is for getting outdoors 
and educating future generations.  
My time with the DRI has enabled 
me to do this, and has been both 

valuable and enjoyable. The DRI 
team members are a great  bunch 
of people. I thank them for making 
me feel welcome. I look forward to 
continuing my involvement with the 
hard-working and passionate people 
who are a part of the DRI, in one 
way or another! 

REPORT SIGHTINGS OF 
WHALES & DOLPHINS

Join our team of citizen 
scientists

DRI’s long-term, solution-driven role is going to become more important than 
ever in a future of changing climate and a ballooning population around our bays. 
Please consider joining us or giving more to help deliver greater outcomes for the 
future of our marine treasures.   dolphinresearch.org.au or 1300 130 949.    


