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PROTECTING OUR MARINE 
TREASURES SINCE 1991

Major trauma to our Port Phillip 
dolphins from predators or vessels 
is comparatively rare. So finding 
two of our common dolphins with 
severe injuries at the same time is 
concerning.

We initially thought that only 
one dolphin was involved but 
subsequent surveys and painstaking 
comparison of photos, proved that 
two sub-adult common dolphins 
had similar very deep gashes on 
their backs (tailstock). 

We know both dolphins; one  is 
called Marinna and the other Poke’s 
Calf. Judging by the extent of 
healing by late July we think that 
the injuries would have occurred 
during May. 

Both animals don’t seem to be 
compromised by their injuries which 
seem to be healing over, leaving 
significant scars. 

These are the most severe injuries 
DRI has recorded during 25 years 
of monitoring Port Phillip’s live 
dolphins and were potentially life 
threatening. They are certainly not 
what could be called “normal” for 
resident Port Phillip dolphins. 

Whilst it is clear that these tailstock 
injuries would have required 
substantial force and are possibly 
associated with a vessel, the cause 
is not certain. It is impossible to rule 
out predation. 

It is possible that this is a chance 
event and the result of misadventure 

with the young dolphins playing 
near the stern of a large vessel. 
However, it is also possible that the 
cause is something unique to this 
common dolphin community and 
to this area that increases the risk to 
these dolphins – and we may see 
more injuries.

We have forwarded a more detailed 
report to wildlife managers and will 
seek advice from the experts in the 
Dolphin Health Consortium we have 
formed as part of the Dolphin Health 
study.

We will continue to closely monitor 
these dolphins and increase our 
education programs with boaters 
to obey the marine mammal 
regulations over the months ahead.  

CONCERN OVER INJURIES TO OUR DOLPHINS

A WHALE OF A TIME
Reports to the Two-Bays Project 
recorded more whale sightings in 
the first three weeks of June than for 
the entire 2015 season.  

The Project is a collaboration 
between DRI, Wildlife Coast Cruises 
and Killer Whales Australia. 
DRI is hosting reporting forms on 

our new website and we are also 
collating the data to permit annual 
summaries that are provided to 
wildlife managers ..... /2
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ON OUR WEBSITE...
www.dolphinresearch.org.au
•	Report dolphin and whale 

sightings
•	Research updates
•	ISIC Ambassador updates 
•	NEW Ambassador gallery 
•	NEW section for past 

Ambassadors
•	COMING SOON - online 

Auction (October)
•	OUR SPRING APPEAL

ON OUR Facebook...
www.facebook.com/driface
•	Regular updates from all areas  

of our work
•	Relevant newsfeeds



SO FAR THIS YEAR..
DRI has: 
•	 Completed research reports 

on dolphin harassment 
and understanding of the 
regulations.

•	 Made a submission to the 
Victorian Biodiversity Strategy .

•	 Met with the State of the Bays 
Reporting team.

•	 Met with the Port Phillip 
Environmental Management 
Plan Review Team.

•	 Assisted the investigation into a 
pygmy sperm whale stranding.

•	 Celebrated our 25th year. 
•	 Continued our website re-

development.
•	 Undertook research surveys in 

the Gippsland Lakes.
•	 Established the Dolphin Health 

Consortium as part of DRI’s 
Dolphin Health Project. 

•	 Reached 104  ‘i sea, i care’ 
schools in 7 regions with

       workshops for 450 Ambassadors.
•	  Held 50 school programs, 18 

community outreach and 19 
adult education programs.

WINTER WHALES 
Winters in our bays and surrounding 
coastal waters have become 
something of a busy time for whale 
activity. Humpback and southern 
right whales have become so regular 
in our waters that sightings of these 
large mammals have become an 
expectation rather than a novelty. 

Hunted to the edge of extinction 
during the industrial whaling era, 
humpback and southern right 
whales are making a comeback, 
though the latter still has a long way 
to go. The east coast population of 
humpback whales is expected to 
reach around 26,000 animals this 
season. 

The news is not so good for the 
slow-to-reproduce southern 

right whale, with their southeast 
Australian numbers estimated 
to be between just 224 and 251 
individuals. 

 It’s important that we continue to 
closely monitor the recovery of these 
two species. This is why the Dolphin 
Research has joined with Wildlife 
Coast Cruises and Killer Whales 
Australia to form the citizen science 
initiative; Two Bays Whale Project. 
This initiative invites people and 
organisations to report sightings 
and contribute images of whales to 
a collaborative database. This forms 
the basis of an annual summary that 
is available to wildlife managers and 
other government organisations to 
assist with management decisions 
and conservation measures. 

Phillip Island, July 2016. DRI image

dolphinresearch.org.au/sightings 
or facebook.com/twobayswhales/

Two of our ISIC Ambassadors, Dakota 
and Georgia, had a ‘nude food’ day 
recently at their school, Somerville 
Primary. Their message was to reduce 
the plastics and other wrappings that 
can end up in drains and waterways by 
bringing lunches in re-usable packaging 
– such as lunch boxes. 

The girls made a Pollution Poster and 
took  it around to every class. 

Dakota was also presented at the 
school assembly with a special award 
from the Dolphin Research Institute 
by our Education Director, Mandy 
Robertson. This was to recognise the 
amazing fund-raising effort Dakota 
(and her family) did for our Walk for 
Western Port. Thank you Dakota and 
Georgia for all you do for our living 
marine treasures.

WELL DONE, AMBASSADORS

Data collected over the years can 
be used to compare sighting rates, 
monitor changes in behaviour 
and give an overall understanding 
to trends in numbers of animals 
visiting our waters.

Victoria’s whale watching 
regulations prevent boats from 
approaching whales closer than 200 
metres. For PWCs (jetskis and the 
like) the minimum distance is 300 
metres. Serious penalties apply for 
breaches of this regulation.



‘i sea, i care’  AMBASSADORS PAST AND PRESENT .....     
.....TOO PRECIOUS TO LOSE

2008

2007

2009

Were you an ‘i sea, i care’ Ambassador, or do you know 
someone who was? If you are one of our more than 4,000 
Ambassadors – we’d love to hear from you! 
Check out the past Ambassador page on the website and see if you 
can find a picture of yourself and your friends.  
Contact us to let us know how you are going. We will keep you 
informed with the latest happenings and newsletters. 
DRI does not pass on email addresses, and you can opt out at any time.

admin@dolphinresearch.org.au or call 1300 130 949

20112016

During the 16-year life of our award-
winning ‘i sea, i care’ Ambassador 
program we have shared the 
wonders of Victoria’s Living Marine 
Treasures, reinforcing that they are 
“too precious to lose”, with 4000 
young leaders. 
Whilst our focus has been on our 
marine treasures, our wonderful 
ambassadors, past and present, are 
also “too precious to lose”. 
Unfortunately, we have lost touch 
with most Ambassadors after their 
year of learning. 
We delight in hearing from 
past Ambassadors and how 
their experiences helped 
them. Occasionally we hear of 
Ambassadors who decided to 
study environmental science and 

are becoming employed as the 
next generation of environmental 
managers.  
One past Ambassador, Lachlan 
Wilde from Totally Wilde Magic 
(above with rabbit and current 
Ambassadors) attended Tyabb 
Primary School. Lachlan has been 
DRI’s ‘Official Magician’ for our last 
two Walks for Western Port. 
One of last year’s Ambassadors from 
Rosebud recently wrote us a letter 
to explain that she now wants to 
be a marine biologist. Her younger 
sister wants to be an ‘i sea, i care’ 
Ambassador! 
We want to re-connect with our 
Ambassador Alumni, so have 
created a section on our website for 
past Ambassadors to both find their 
pictures and share their experiences. 
We would love to enlist you all 
as on-going Ambassadors for our 
marine treasures.  
If you are a past Ambassador or 
know one – please contact us – you 
are “too precious to lose”!  

If you are new to ‘i sea, i care’, 
go to our website to see the 
wonderful work being done by our 
Ambassadors in 104 schools. 



Bay Fish N Trips
Bullfrog’s Bali
Catholic Education Office
City of Casey
City of  Greater Dandenong
City of Kingston 

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS -  PLEASE SUPPORT THEM! 
DELWP
Department of the Environment 
Dolphin Products
Eastern District Computer Services
Esso & BHP Billiton
Good Company

Ian Potter Foundation
Martha Cove
Midland Insurance Brokers
Moonraker Charters
Mornington Peninsula News Group
Mornington Peninsula Shire

OUR PEOPLE ARE OUR FOUNDATION ....
During the 80 hours over summer 
I spent as an intern for the Dolphin 
Research Institute I gained a lot of 
knowledge which I will apply in my 
journey to becoming a marine scientist. 
From essential studying practices to 
highly particular fin identification 
techniques, the skills I learnt from 
(Research Director) Sue Mason have 
furthered my education more than 
I could have hoped. I gained true 
insight into the expression “relentless 
flexibility”and Dave Donnelly (Research 
Officer) and Sue demonstrated their 
dolphin spotting abilities whilst on the 

IN HER OWN WORDS - THOUGHTS FROM A DRI INTERN 

boat as I tried to get my “eye in”. I also 
felt truly rewarded being a part of the 
summer holiday program, assisting with 
boat regulation and marine education 
on the beaches around the peninsula. 
From my experience at DRI I now have a 
greater understanding of science in the 
real world, and am inspired to continue 
expanding my research skills in the 
marine environment. 

Flossy Sperring, 

Please note : internships and tertiary placements are offered on a limited basis for local 
students when the timing and resourcing allows.  Contact us via our website. We cannot offer 
placements to international students.

Contributions from donors like you is an 
active way to help protect our dolphins. 

Go to dolphinresearch.org.au 
or 1300 130 949. 

Mandy Robertson is DRI’s Education 
Director. She has a Bachelor of Science 
(Hons) Microbiology and  PGCE 
(Science/Biology).

Originally from the UK, Mandy spent 
several years in medical research 
before becoming a secondary school 
teacher. She spent 10 years teaching up 
to A Level standard (VCE equivalent), 
including being an external examiner 
and has extensive experience in 
education in science and maths.

She migrated here in 2007 and joined 
the Dolphin Research Institute in 2011.

Mandy delivers the education programs 
with a team of dedicated sessional 
staff and co-ordinates the ‘i sea, i care’  
Marine Ambassador program to more 
than 100 schools across Melbourne. 

She frequently represents DRI on the 
Western Port Catchment Committee and 
volunteers for the Western Port Seagrass 
partnership.

Her interests include snorkeling, surfing, 
sea kayaking, skiing and rock climbing. 

Thank you Mandy for your wonderful 
enthusiasm and commitment.  

Mornington Sea Glass
Ritchies Supermarkets
Trigger Bros.
Western Port Marina
Westernport Holden
White Cleland Solicitors

ON-LINE AUCTION
COMING SOON ... 

get in early for Christmas! 
Check website for details.

 Bachelor of Science student, Monash University

(Flossy is now a volunteer Research 
Assistant at DRI.)


