
We look forward to you joining 
us to celebrate our dolphins, our 
bays, our achievements during 
2014, and to raise funds.

Fantastic items available on the 
night in silent and live auctions 
include accommodation packages    
at Queenscliff, Point Lonsdale 
and Cape Schank Resort (this 
one includes a limousine service!); 
fine dining at Montalto winery 
and Max’s at Red Hill; original 
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Join us at our 2014 Celebration Dinner

Research into the community 
perceptions and attitudes 
regarding stormwater 
pollution, litter and water 
quality in Port Phillip shows 
that at least one-third of 
respondents are more likely to 
be a part of the problem than 
part of the solution.

See the results on page 4 ...

Litter Hotspots 
Survey                                            

We are proud to announce 
that the Institute is a finalist in 
the Keep Australia Beautiful 
Victoria Awards in the Clean 
Beach/Waterway category.

Dolphin Research Institute is a 
finalist for our Walk for Western 
Port which is part of our ‘i sea, i 
care’  program. 

The Victorian awards, which 
are conducted by Sustainability 
Victoria, also had three other 
finalists from Hastings in 
other categories; St Joseph’s 
Primary School, Western Port 
Secondary College and Pelican 
Park Recreation Centre. We 
congratulate our fellow local 
finalists.  

DRI Awards Finalist

Maintaining 
Dolphin Health

Just like us, wild dolphins need 
a healthy environment with 
adequate food and stressors being 
minimised or at least controlled. 

Monitoring is crucial to detect  
worrying changes and take action 
before we see mass mortalities as 
has occurred during the past year 
with thousands of dolphins dying 
along the US east coast.

The Institute is about to embark 
on two new initiatives aimed at 
maintaining dolphin health. 

The first is to reduce the stress 
on dolphins through a new 
social marketing project aimed at 
improving the behavior of people 
in vessels around dolphins. We 
will use our summer engagement 
programs, main and social media, 
signs, education programs, our ‘i 
sea, i care’  program, stickers and 
social research to achieve this over 
the next 18 months. The state 
Department of Environment and 
Primary Industries is supporting 
this work.     

The second is to develop and 
implement a new dolphin health 
monitoring program using skin 
condition (through photographs) 
as an indictor of health. We plan 
to refine this in Port Phillip and 
then extend it across Victoria and 
eventually other parts of Australia 
with the help of a collaborative 
network of colleagues. This is 
being supported by the federal 
Department of the Environment. 

More news in the next newsletter.  

Don’t miss out, seats are 
limited and going fast ...  

Friday 17 October, 7pm
Mornington Golf Club, $75 

Go to dolphinresearch.org.au
or call us on 1300 130 949

artworks and designer furniture 
(thank you, Simon from Bullfrog’s 
Bali) and so much more that you’ll 
need to go to our website to see it 
all! 

Charlotte Swayn, a remarkable 
young Ambassador, will inspire; 
Jane, our singing bookkeeper and 
her band, will entertain, and there 
will be special guests and chances 
to meet the team and learn more 
about our work. 

Can’t make it on the night? Buy a 
“Can’t make it but would like 
to help” ticket instead. 



Avante Marine
Bayside City Council
Bullfrog’s Bali
City of Casey
City of Kingston 
Club Marine
Coastcare
Dolphin Products
Department of Environment and Primary Industries
Department of the Environment 
Eastern District Computer Services
Esso & BHP Billiton
Good Company
Ian Potter Foundation
Lord Mayor’s Fund
Martha Cove
Melbourne Water 
Midland Insurance Brokers
Moonraker Charters
Mornington Sea Glass
Mornington Peninsula Shire
Natures Organics
Promotion Products
Ritchies Supermarkets
Trigger Bros.
Visitor Publications
Western Port Marina
White Cleland Solicitors
Yaringa Marina

From the Chair  By Ian Stevenson

Welcome to our new Members!

Thanks to our Supporters

pollution and the link to our 
bays and marine life.  We aim to 
use our partnership to open up 
conversations 
with the 
plastics 
industry to 
reduce the 
pollution 
going into our 
bays. 

Pictured: Mario Turcarelli, Natalie 
Rallis and Jeff  Weir. 

    www.dolphinproducts.com.au

Peter Abilgaard
Patrick Adler
Chelsea Frid
Simon Frid

Keep your eye out for shops in your suburb and say 
thanks!  We are keen for new shops and also volunteers to help 
build on this important fund-raising program.  Call Jenny in the 
office on 1300 130 949.

McCrae
Mentone
Middle Brighton
Mordialloc
Mornington
Mount Eliza
Mount Martha
Parkdale
Patterson Lakes
Pearcedale
Rosebud
Rye
Sandringham
Seaford
Somers
Somerville
Sorrento
Tooradin
Tyabb

Charlotte Moore
Taylah Oakley
Alexia Sgro
John Wiseman

Thank You, Esso and BHP Billiton

Aspendale
Balnarring
Baxter
Bittern
Blairgowrie
Brighton
Chelsea
Chelsea Heights
Cranbourne
Cranbourne West
Dromana
Edithvale
Flinders
Hampton
Hastings
Highett
Karingal
Langwarrin
Lynbrook
Lyndhurst

Special thanks to:
Foot St Bakery, Frankston 
(pictured) and Quayside 
Lucky Lotto Frankston 
(Bayside Centre)

Thank you to all the businesses 
hosting a DRI collection tin in ...

Dolphin Products
Dolphin Products are a new 
supporter of DRI and we share 
more than a name. 

Mario Turcarelli, the owner and 
Managing Director, has a personal 
love for the ocean and all marine 
life and in the year since taking 
over the company has worked hard 
to develop a strong environmental 
ethic and culture. 

He has asked DRI to speak 
at a formal company event 
in September about plastics 

We now have a new trailer for our 
vessel thanks to support from Esso 
Australia Resources Pty Ltd and 
BHP Billiton Petroleum Pty Ltd, 
the Gippsland Basin Joint Venture 

companies. Their support of DRI 
dates back to 1999 and this is the 
tenth significant contribution.  

The word “leadership” came to 
mind as I read a draft of this 
newsletter which touches on 
our new initiatives with dolphin 
health, dolphin harassment and 
the pollution survey.

We also have Sue Mason in a 
leadership role on the BRAHSS 
project, which will add to her skills 
for DRI. Sue also ‘mentored’ our 
intern you see on page 3.    

You will see the great work of 
our ‘i sea, i care’  Ambassadors 
who act as leaders in their own 
communities and even helped 
educate councillors at our 
catchment workshop. 

Jeff Weir, the Institute’s Executive 
Director has recently been acting 
chair of Victoria’s Central Coastal 
Board. He is helping to develop 
a Regional Coastal Plan for the 
Central Region to guide managers 
for the next five years. This 
includes both bays, so is important 
for the future of our main dolphin 
populations. Jeff is also a member 
of the environmental reference 
group for the Port of Hastings 
process, again crucial for Western 
Port.

Leadership also 
comes from our 
board members 
who help to set 
strategy and 
bring a great deal 
of expertise to the Institute on a 
voluntary basis. 

I would like to welcome Paul 
Curtin who recently joined our 
board. Paul has a love of our 
bays and brings his experience as 
Chief Financial Officer of Telstra 
Superannuation to his leadership 
role. 

Congratulations to the team for 
becoming a finalist in the Keep 
Australia Beautiful Awards. 

And thank you to the various 
supporters you see on this page. 

Lastly, I really hope to meet as 
many of you as possible at our 
celebration dinner in October. 

It is only because of your support, 
for some of you over 22 years, 
that we are able to be leaders and 
hopefully be “good ancestors” for 
our great, great grandchildren.      



Research News

Sue Mason 
Research 
Officer

Report Dolphin 
Sightings

1300 130 949

As a zoology student at Monash 
University, I was thrilled to gain 
one of the very rare internship 
positions at DRI. Working once 
a week alongside the Research 
Officer, Sue Mason, I did a range 
of tasks to help her consolidate 
the data-base of Port Phillip’s 
dolphins. My main role was to 
identify the dolphins using the 
hundreds of photos DRI has. 
Dolphins are social animals 
and their play (and sadly also 
encounters with boats) can 
result in notches, big and small, 
along their dorsal fins, leaving a 
characteristic shape.

 I looked at each of the photos 
and matched the dolphin with 
DRI’s catalogue using this shape. 
It was a time-consuming task, 
as some fins were only slightly 
marked or looked very similar 
to several other fins. It was, 
however, a rewarding task, Over 
the weeks, I became very familiar 
with both the bottlenose and 

the common dolphins that call 
Port Phillip home. I now know 
who Triple-Nick, Rip and Tall 
Fin are! I also began to catalogue 
which dolphins I saw, and on 
which days, to help understand 
and document their social 
behaviour. 

During my last couple of weeks 
at DRI, I was collating data 
from the Community Dolphin 
Watch program, and under 
Sue’s instruction, working with 
programs such as Microsoft 
Access. This skill will help me in 
my future university studies. 

As well as experiencing 
the research side of DRI, 
I also participated in the 
communications and education 
components, gaining an 
understanding of DRI’s 
values and goals. I assisted 
the communication managers 
in preparing the monthly 
newsletter and also sat in on a 
school incursion. 

Student placement at DRI
By Helen Braybrook

Sharing at Melbourne 
Sea Life Aquarium

In my final week with DRI, I 
volunteered my time to help 
set-up the Walk for Western 
Port. A busier Sunday morning 
than my usual, but it was all for 
a great cause and the day was a 
success!

Although I was only with DRI 
for 10 weeks I felt valuable and 
useful and was very quickly part 
of the team.  I have learnt a lot 
about the research industry and 
about marine education and 
want to work further in this 
sector. 

DRI’s ‘Dynamic Duo’ of Sue 
Mason and David Donnelly were 
recently at Melbourne Aquarium’s 
Marine Discovery Series talking 
about whales and dolphins of the 
southern seas.

Sue Mason is well known to 
DRI’s members as our Research 
Officer. David Donnelly might 
be a somewhat less familiar figure 
to many of our members. He is 
affectionately known as ‘DD’ and 
has been with DRI as a research 
officer for several years. His 
boat, the Krill Seeker (yes, truly) 
has been used for many of our 
research surveys,  

So, well done DRI’s Dynamic 
Duo and thank you both for your 
willingness to share your expertise, 
knowledge and love of our living 
marine treasures. You are what 
DRI is all about.

In September, I will head 
to Peregian Beach on the 
Sunshine Coast for at least 
seven weeks to be part of 
the Behavioural Response of 
Australian Humpback whales 
to Seismic Surveys (BRAHSS).

I will be responsible for the 
daily health and wellbeing of 
the staff and volunteers as well 
as assisting with the research 
work when needed. It is a role 
I have taken on before; project 
management is yet another 
skill that is needed by marine 
biologists.  

Key Role for DRI in International Research Project By Sue Mason

The project is in its fifth and 
final year and is funded by 
E&P Sound and Marine Life 
Joint Industry Program (JIP)
and the U.S. Bureau of Ocean 
Energy Management (BOEM).

It is also supported by 
underwater acoustics and whale 
experts from the University of 
Queensland, Curtin University, 
the University of Sydney, the 
Department of Science and 
Technology Organisation 
and Blue Planet Marine.  
The project investigates the 

behavioural responses of 
Australian humpbacks to 
seismic noise as they migrate 
south along the Queensland 
coast.  

The research team this year 
consists of 93 people, many 
who are volunteers who will 
travel from overseas to be part 
of the project. While I am 
looking forward to heading 
north and working with 
humpbacks, I will miss our 
local dolphins and marine life 
and working in our beautiful 
local marine environment. 
(Further details can be found at 
http://www.brahss.org.au/ while 
images from last year’s project can be 
found on https://www.facebook.com/
BRAHSS2013).

Our ‘citizen science’ project 
continues on the second 
Sunday of each month. The 
data gathered by our dedicated 
volunteers is extremely 
valuable, as it is providing an 
on-going “snap-shot” of the bay 
and its dolphins.

Community Dolphin 
Monitoring Project 

DRI is interested to receive 
formal applications for 
internships but can only offer a 
few each year.

Sue pictured at Mornington with 
the theodolite she uses to track our 
dolphins. She has packed it to use 
at BRAHSS 2014 to track whale 
responses from the top of a mountain!



Winter is all about 
Catchments for us and 
this term was no exception 
with over 60 schools 
from Melbourne, City of 
Kingston, Bayside City 
Council, City of Casey 
and Mornington Peninsula 
Shire represented at five 
Catchment/ Pollution 
workshops. Almost 250 
environmental leaders learnt 
how all drains lead to the sea 
and took back the message to 
their communities that OUR 
marine treasures are “too 
precious to lose”.

Many thanks to all involved 
who made these workshops 
possible, with special thanks 
to Kaine Alexander and 
his crew and Cr Crestani 
from City of Casey and 
Crs Garnock and Colomb 
from Mornington 
Peninsula Shire.

Ambassadors in Action in 2014                                  

Mandy 
Robertson
Education 
Director

Education News                                            

Mornington Peninsula 
‘i sea, i care’ Ambassadors 

Litter Hotspots 
Survey                                            

The results of the Litter 
Hotspots survey run by the 
‘i sea, i care’  Ambassadors  
showed that most people 
believe that litter is the biggest 
problem for our bay beaches, 
and that this litter comes from 
beach-goers rather than drains. 

Ambassadors completing 
the survey at the Walk for 

Western Port

This means that they don’t connect their streets and their 
behaviours with litter and other matters in the catchment 
with the bay -- and have no reason to change their behaviours.  
These findings have been fed back into the Cleaner Yarra and 
Bay Taskforce and will help to shape future eduction and 
engagement programs.  For more information go to http://www.
cleaneryarrabay.vic.gov.au and also DRI’s site. 

Casey ‘i sea, i care’ Ambassadors 

Bayside ‘i sea, i care’ Ambassadors 

Kingston ‘i sea, i care’ Ambassadors 

Rain, hail or shine - well 
done, Ambassadors!

Skyla and Eloise keeping warm


