
unwind and tug the line free. 
Some of the wounds had 
begun to heal over the line, 
indicating it was entangled for 
quite a while; this made the 
task harder.   We think that it 
was shark fishing line.

What seemed like an eternity 
was probably less than a 
minute and we were able to 
release the calf back to its 
mother, who had remained 
alongside the whole time. 

It was remarkable to witness 
how quickly they settled down 
into a more normal swimming 
behaviour (above) -- and then 
they swam off into the sunset! 

It was hard to imagine that 
only moments before we had 
been struggling to save the life 
of the little calf. We have since 
named it “Tangles”, and are 
confident it will heal well. 

Continued p2...........

Your heart always sinks when 
you get a call about a dolphin 
in distress, as it generally ends 
in frustration or sadness -- but 
not this time!

We had just finished a survey 
off Mornington and had the 
boat on the trailer when we got 
several calls about a dolphin 
calf tangled in “rope” near 
Seaford. 

We decided to launch from 
Frankston after getting a first-
hand report from the person 
who saw them. There was only 
about two hours of daylight 
remaining.
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DRI to the Rescue by Jeff Weir 

Thank you for 2013’s successful walk!
The Mayor of the City of Casey, Councillor Amanda 
Stapledon, helped to launch the educational DVD 
package DRI produced to develop better stewardship 
for Western Port. Pictured with the Mayor are Mandy 
Robertson (DRI’s Education Director) and Abdul and 
Shabnam, Casey Youth Ambassadors. You can see the 
DVD at dolphinresearch.org.au/featured or go directly 

After searching about 10 
square kilometres, we found 
them about one kilometre off 
Seaford with by now less than 
an hour of daylight remaining.

When we first saw the dolphins 
we knew they were in trouble.  
And Sue realised quickly that it 
was “Ariels Calf ” with her new 
baby.

She seemed to be supporting 
her calf which had over five 
metres of tangled line dragging 
from its tail. We could see the 
white wound where the line 
had cut deeply into its flesh. 

The calf was breathing rapidly 
and seemed exhausted, 
although it managed to 
stay out of reach when we 
approached. The line was 
trailing quite deeply in the 
water and was also out of our 
reach. 

Desperation in the failing light 
led us to try using our anchor 
and chain trailing beneath our 
bow to snag the line ---- and it 
worked!

Sue Mason, DRI’s Research 
Officer, passed me the line 
and we slowly brought the calf 
alongside. We knew that we 
could cut the line at any time 
if the little dolphin panicked 
(rather than try to remove the 
entire length). 

Eventually I was able to get 
both hands on its tail and 
gently raise it for Sue to cut, 

The mother dolphin tries to support her struggling calf

Educational DVD Launch

to the location using the 
QR code below: 

Special thanks to our Sponsors : 
East Coast Surf School, Moonlit Sanctuary, Mornington Sea 

Glass, Peninsula Hot Springs, Peninsula Surf, Searoad Ferries 
and Wildlife Coast Cruises.



Thanks to our Supporters

Avante Marine
Canon Australia
City of Casey
City of Frankston
City of Kingston 
Club Marine
Coast Care
Eastern District Computer Services
Esso & BHP Billiton
Fantech 
Good Company
Ian Potter Foundation
KISS Print Services
Lord Mayor’s Fund
Melbourne Water 
Midland Insurance Brokers
Moonraker Charters
Mornington Sea Glass
Mornington Peninsula Shire
National Bank 
Natures Organics
Parks Victoria
Perpetual Trustees
Ritchies Supermarkets
Visitor Publications
Western Port Marina
White Cleland Solicitors
Yaringa Marina

Letter from the Chair  
By Ian Stevenson

Welcome to our new Members!

The Dolphin Book $17   Cap  $15
          Pen $5    Stress Dolphin $3

To order phone 1300 130 949      (plus postage $2)

.......Continued from p1.

We have known Ariels Calf 
since 2002 when she survived 
a boat strike and she still bears 
the scars on the left side of her 
dorsal fin and body (above). 

Tangles is probably her second 
calf. They are part of Port 

Diane Hunter
Vikki Hutton
Fiona Lloyd

Benjamin Lyons
Powersurgers
Caitlin Rae

Ritchies Community Benefit Card- 
an easy way to help DRI. Get your free 
CB card from any Ritchies store, and 5c 
of every $10 you spend comes straight 
to DRI! Or we can send you a card or 
key-tag, too easy!

Protecting our Waters
DRI works to protect our bays 
in a number of ways. Last year 
our Exectutive Director, Jeff 
Weir, was invited to join the 
Ministerial Taskforce to steer 
the Yarra Bay Action Plan that 
was announced by the Minister 
for Environment. 

Through Jeff, DRI is involved 
in developing a “report card” 
to monitor the health of the 
bay and provide a public 

Phillip’s resident community of 
bottlenose dolphins.

As long as they live, both 
mother and calf will bear their 
scars as graphic reminders 
of sharing their home with 
humans. 

See the story of DD on page 
3 for the tale of another calf 
injured by a boat propellor.

These are clear demonstations 
of the dangers facing our 
dolphins. But what is 
happening to the other marine 
life in our bays?

benchmark to assess our 
success in improving water 
quality. 

Jeff is also a member of the 
Central Coastal Board and is 
helping to review the Victorian 
Coastal Strategy.  

You can see how DRI is 
involved in the protection of 
our marine environment at 
many levels.

I started to count the smiling 
faces on the pages of this 
newsletter - and lost count!

There are also the smiles that 
you can’t see, of the staff, 
volunteers and my fellow 
directors who are very proud of 
our small organisation.

These pages tell the story of 
why DRI exists; 
•	 The rescue of a  dolphin in 

distress, 
•	 The discovery of an injured 

calf,
•	 A  new understanding of 

the dolphins’ ecology, 
•	 Cutting edge education and 

community engagement,
•	 Leadership with 

coastal planning and 
environmental protection.

Someone asked us recently 
if DRI is a “lobby group”. 
The answer is no, we are an 
“influencer” and we achieve 
this through our unique mix of 
activities and how they work 
together.

In future newsletters you 
will hear about our new 
partnerships with the City of 
Casey, Bayside Council and 
the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire. They are turning to DRI 
to help with environmental 
education exactly because of 
our special blend of activities 
and talents.

There is no other organisation 
quite like the Dolphin 
Research Institute. Without us, 
how would you have known 
about those two troubled 
calves? 

Please, as you consider our 
Winter Appeal, have a close 
look at the smiling faces 
on these pages and perhaps 
imagine the smile on Ariels 
Calf after her calf was rescued.  



Research News

Sue Mason 
Research 
Officer

       REMEMBER
Don’t deliberately 
approach dolphins 

closer than 100m (jetskis 
300m). Severe penalties 

apply for breaching 
regulations. 

Report cases of harassment 
to DSE on 136 186. Or call 
DRI and we can help you.

Our Valuable Volunteers - thank you !

The first humpback whale 
sighting for the season 
occurred in March in Western 
Port. Usually the first reports 
arrive around the Queen’s 
Birthday long-weekend in 
June, but this one was spotted 
on the Sunday afternoon of 
the Labour Day long-weekend. 
The whale moved easterly 
from Merricks, past Balnarring 
(disrupting their sailing races) 
and on past Somers. One of 
our ‘sighters’ said that it was 
moving “..very slowly and 
coming up for air three times 
over three minutes. Wow!”

 (Photograph from the Merricks 
Yacht Club.) 

Last September we 
photographed the very young 
calf of Square Notch for the 
first time (see below).  

Square Notch is one of Port 
Phillip’s resident common 
dolphins, and so is part of Sue 
Mason’s research work for her 
PhD.
On the morning of the 
same day DRI rescued the 
entangled calf off Seaford, we 
undertook photo-ID surveys 
of the common dolphins off 
Mornington.
 Sue identified Square Notch 
and her calf  amongst the 
dolphins, and realized that the 
dorsal fin of the calf  ‘..seemed 
to have skin flapping off it’.

Our first thought was it was 
a wound from a predator, but 
this is almost unheard of in 
the bay.
These graphic images show the 
damage done to the youngster. 
Because no teeth marks are 
visible on the other side of the 
fin, we believe the injury was 
most likely caused by a boat 
propeller.  
We named the calf DD, for 
Dorsal Damage.
We will use the stories and 
imagery of DD and Tangles 
in our education programs 

 The Tale of a Damaged Dorsal Fin - How “DD” got its name

and publicity campaigns to 
highlight the risks we pose to 
our dolphins. 
Let’s hope that it was a fluke 
these animals were injured so 
close together and not a sign of 
a growing problem.

Since our appeal for volunteers in 
our last newsletter, Sue Mason has 
found herself in the lucky position, 
at times, of having too many willing 
‘spotters’ for her land-based surveys. 
Her volunteers have come from the 
local community, as well as some 
senior managers from ANZ.

These photographs show Sue and 
the theodolite she is using at the 
lookout in Mornington. Our thanks 
to Dr Eric Kneist from the University 
of Newcastle for the loan of the 
theodolite and for setting up the 
software specifically for the use at our 
site.
Sue’s volunteers include two dolphin 
‘spotters’ and a computer operator to 
enter the data. Using software called 

VADAR, Sue can track dolphins up to four kms out 
to sea as they swim past the lookout. We will tell you 
more about this in our next newsletter. 
Below is a ‘dolphin’s-eye’ view of what the dolphins 
see looking back towards the lookout.



They then walked Kananook Creek 
from Seaford to the bay to truly 
understand how rubbish ends up 
on our beaches.

These young environmental 
leaders will become peer educators 
and share their experience with 
many thousands in their local 
community, to help us all to 
become better stewards of our 
wonderful bay.   

What an amazing year 
we’ve had so far. Over 200 
Ambassadors from 54 schools 
are taking part in the program 
this year and, over the next 
12 months, that number will 
grow to 300 as we embark 
on partnerships with City of 
Casey and Bayside.

A big thank you to all our 
Ambassadors who got behind 
the Walk for Western Port. 
Several schools have done 
a fundraiser for it, with 
Aspendale Gardens Primary 
and Dromana Primary raising 
a whopping $1000 between 
them. A fantastic effort. Many 
others will be fundraising later 
in the year.

I hope you feel as proud 
as I do of these young 
environmental leaders and I 
look forward to updating you 
next term about more of their 
amazing work.

Cheers Mandy

Mandy 
Robertson
Education 
Director

Kingston Ambassadors peer-teaching (above and right)

 1300 130 949  
or email 

education@
dolphinresearch.org.au

Education News                                            

Clubs, community 
groups - are you 

looking for something 
different for your 

next outing?

Get a new outlook on 
Victoria’s Living Marine 
Treasures - and, we can 

come to you!!

A snapshot of ‘i sea, i care’ in 2013

Catchment Workshop - all drains lead to the sea

Student Ambassadors from eight 
Frankston primary schools recently 
became experts in stormwater 
pollution.

Their experience is part of an 
innovative program supported 
by the Frankston City Council 
and is part of the Dolphin 
Research Institute’s ‘i sea, i care’ 
Ambassador Program.

First stop was the cleaning out of 
a gross pollution trap in Banyan 

Reserve, Carrum Downs. The 
picture (left) shows Ambassadors 
from Seaford Primary School 
inspecting the mess.

Every year Melbourne Water 
cleans over 10 tonnes of putrid 
rubbish that is washed off our 
streets from this same trap. 

Ambassadors also learned how 
Banyan Reserve’s artificial 
wetlands further help to treat 
stormwater before it flows to Eel 
Race Drain, Kananook Creek and 
ultimately Port Phillip. 

Combined ‘i sea, i care’ Ambassadors at Walk for Western Port - thank you for your support.

(Left) Frankston Ambassadors 
before their dolphin swim

Melbourne Ambassadors at Ricketts Point    

We appreciate Melbourne 
Water’s continued support as 
our major ‘i sea, i care’ partner 
for 2013. 


