
This means that the highly 
productive eastern Port 
Phillip had started to work 
its magic. The combination 
of warm waters at the end of 
summer and nutrients from 
the land drive the production 
of phytoplankton and the rich 
food chain it supports. 

It was in the middle of our 
record hot-spell and the water 
in Mornington harbour was 
an unprecedented 250 C. The 
favourite swimming beach here 
was closed to swimmers the 
week before because of a bloom 
of two algal species that are 
suspected to irritate the skin of 
swimmers and which turned 
the water murky. 

If it can irritate humans, then 
our dolphins are also likely to 
be affected.

It seemed like the little bird 
was trying to actually land on 
the dolphin!  But I’m sure it 
was after the same pilchards 
that the dolphins, gannets and 
terns were feeding on.

We were about 12 km off 
Dromana on a transect survey 
for the common dolphins, when 
we found the dolphins and birds 
all working together.  It was 
the second week in March and 
only two weeks after we saw the 
first evidence of significant bird 
activity for 2013. 
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Walk For Western Port 
 Sunday, May 5th . Hastings foreshore 

11am for the 2 or 4 km walk, or 
Warringine Park (10 am start) for 

the 7 km walk. All welcome!
   Register Now! Only $5 per person!

1300 130 949

Getting the Balance Right

Major algal blooms can occur 
if the levels of nutrients 
overload the bay’s “living 
filters”, turning the water 
murky green and threatening 
the ecosystem. Just like a giant 
2000 km2 aquarium with a 
clogged filter.

Getting the balance right, 
so that we don’t exceed 
the bay’s nutrient cycling 
capacity is a major challenge 
for the future, especially with 
a changing climate giving 
us warmer waters and more 
severe storms, and another 2-3 
million people projected to live 
in the catchment.

There is some room for 
optimism with a huge amount 
of work led by Melbourne 
Water to significantly reduce 
the nutrient load flowing from 

Werribee sewage plant and the 
hundreds of stormwater drains 
that empty into the bay.  

Whilst we are better off than 
we might have been, these 
blooms should act as graphic 
reminders that we must not 
be complacent.  

Victoria’s Minister for 
Environment, Ryan Smith, 
established a “Yarra and 
Port Phillip Taskforce” to 
implement a plan for “A 
Cleaner Yarra and Port Phillip 
Bay” late last year. DRI 
supports this initiative. 

DRI is doing our best to 
constructively help in this area.  

Jeff Weir, our Executive 
Director, has joined the 
Taskforce at the Minister’s 
invitation.  

Sue Mason, our Research 
Director, is monitoring the 
health of our dolphins’ skin 
as a core part of our research 
program.

Mandy Robertson, our 
Education Director, is making 
sure that all our education 
programs have an element 
about stormwater pollution in 
them.                  ......../page 2
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Thanks to our Supporters
Artikus Design 
Avante Marine
Bulls Cruisers  
Canon Australia
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City of Frankston
City of Kingston 
Club Marine
Coast Care
Dame Elisabeth Murdoch
Eastern District Computer Services
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Parks Victoria
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Western Port Marina
White Cleland Solicitors
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Letter from the Chair  
By Ian Stevenson

Welcome to our new Members!
Bridget Barnes
Casey Boeklaar
Nathan Burke
Ron Burton
Michaela Cotton
Elaine Easton
 The Donaldson Family
Carolyn Freeman
Gabi Harding
Sheila Irvine
Marnie Jewell
Calum Kyle
Tony and Sandra Leane
Mikaella Morton
Mariette Mullavey

Mila Ossowska
Jessica Petruzzi
Lauren Pope
Holly Prosser
Hanna Scott
Warwick Scott
Nicky Sondermeyer
Isabella Thick
Esther Vaughan
Jordyn Weatherley
Bianca Weller
Nick Weller
David Wright
Penola Catholic College

The Dolphin Book $17   Cap  $15
          Pen $5    Stress Dolphin $3

To order phone 1300 130 949      (plus postage $2)

Snapshot of the 2013 Challenge 

Our ‘i sea, i care’ Ambassador 
program has catchments and 
stormwater as major themes 
and we are working with three 
councils (soon to be five) 
to help their communities 
become better stewards for our 
bays.

Our dolphins are relying on 
us to get the balance right for 
a healthy ecosystem and we 
need to do so much more in 
all areas of our work. 

Please donate to our Autumn 
Appeal or become a monthly 
pledge donor.  Call us on 1300 
130 949 or go to our website.  

(PS. The Gippsland Lakes 
face even greater challenges 
with persistent algal blooms. 
We have managed one photo 
survey in the past six months 
with the dolphins surveyed 
seeming fine). 

“Getting the balance right”  ......./page1

“Getting the balance right” is 
critical for the environment, 
as our lead article points 
out, but it is also critical for 
organisations to get the balance 
right for their own operation. 

DRI is currently undertaking 
a review to assess our successes 
and challenges and refresh our 
plan for the years ahead. 

It’s important to feel good 
about your achievements, but 
critical to question whether 
you are achieving your key 
goals in the best way possible.

DRI exists to protect 
our dolphins and their 
environment. We do this 
through our research, 
education and “influencing” 
activities (like ‘i sea, i care’ and 
the Port Phillip Taskforce).

We work hard to achieve the 
maximum targeted results 
using the precious resources 
that people like you provide 
through your donations.  

This is why this edition also 

talks about 
recruiting 
new 
volunteers 
and why we are developing a 
new shore-based community 
sighting program for volunteers 
to be involved in.   

During our 23 years of 
operation we have had many 
successes and weathered many 
challenges. 

DRI’s board is committed 
to strengthening our focus 
and capacity to cope with the 
inevitable changes that future 
decades will bring.

We would love to hear your 
thoughts and ideas for DRI. 
They can be sent to:  admin@
dolphinresearch.org.au 

Your support is critical to DRI 
being able to maintain and 
expand our work. I urge you to 
support our Autumn Appeal or 
consider becoming a monthly 
pledge donor. Call 1300 130 
949 to find out more.   



In January this year two of 
our long-standing volunteers 
set off on the opportunity of 
a lifetime, joining the Voyage 
Whales expedition run by the 
Australian Antarctic Division. 
The objective of this expedition 
was to track and biopsy the 
Antarctic blue whales, with a 
view to learning as much as 
possible about the giants of the 
ocean.

Check out their journey on:

https://secure3.aad.gov.au/
proms/public/schedules/
VoyageTrackSingle.cfm?bvs_
id=19222

Dave Donnelly has been a 
member of DRI since we began  
two decades ago and an active 
volunteer throughout. After 
working at the  Melbourne 
Aquarium, he became our 
part-time Research Officer and 
usually piloted our boat during 

Research News

Sue Mason 
Research 
Officer

We need new volunteers to 
help with our land-based  
dolphin surveys.

Surveys take place both during 
the week and on weekends  
and are reliant on light wind 
and good weather.   We need 
two volunteers to operate as 
dolphin ‘spotters’ and another 
to operate the computer for 
each survey.  Training will be 
provided both on the job and 
in sessions held at our office. 

Volunteers need a reasonable 
level of fitness to help carry 
research equipment and to be 
willing to commit long-term 
(to justify the training) and 
have their own transport. 

Volunteering is also a great 
way to develop the career path 
for those interested in working 
in marine biology.  Many of 
us have spent countless hours 
working on other research 
groups projects, usually 
unpaid.  In my case I actually 
paid to work on humpback 
whale projects both overseas 
and here in Australia.  

Working directly with 
researchers also made me feel 
like I was giving back to the 
environment and having a 
positive impact on the animals 
that I am so passionate about.  

Interested volunteers should  
submit a volunteer application 
form (found on our website or 
call 1300 130 949). We look 
forward to getting more keen 
spotters on board!

Who’s looking out for whom?

our early fin identification 
surveys. He is an accomplished 
underwater photographer and 
many of his photographs are 
used in our programs. As his 
profile increased within marine 
biology networks, he became 
involved in various projects 
on cetaceans around Australia 
which has culminated in being 
invited to join the blue whale 
expedition.

Kylie Owen also started out as 
a dedicated volunteer when she 
was still in high school. After 
helping our current Research 
officer Sue Mason with her 
Honours project, Kylie went 
to Melbourne University then 
onto Monash to complete her 
own Honours project about 
food webs by studying dolphin 
teeth. After being a volunteer 

on a humpback project in 
Queensland, she was offered 
a PhD on humpback feeding 
patterns. In spring 2011 she 
was a part of the BRAHSS 
Humpback Seismic Survey 
and continues to collect vital 
information on humpback 
migratory feeding patterns.

Both Dave and Kylie’s stories 
emphasise not only the huge 
experience and enjoyment that 
volunteering can bring but 
that it is a vital part of moving 
towards a dream of working in 
the field of Marine Biology. 

In the next edition we will 
hopefully hear more about 
their incredible journey to 
the magnificent waters of the 
southern ocean.

DRI family and Blue Giants Down South

A curious common dolphin “elbows” 
in on the photo during a March 
survey off Mornington. Below, Sue 
readies her hydrophone used to record 
the dolphins’ vocalisations.   

Kylie (left) with Dave, Bec and Sue at the BRAHSS project.



We have had a great start to 
our programs for 2013. Thank 
you to our team and schools.

We appreciate Melbourne 
Water’s continued support as 
our major ‘i sea, i care’ partner 
for 2013.

Mandy 
Robertson
Education 
Director

    CALL NOW      1300 130 949      or email 
education@dolphinresearch.org.au

Pride in being an ‘i sea, i care’ school

Ambassadors have a “Whale of a time”

Don’t let your school miss out in 2013 !!

‘i sea, i care’ is a coastal 
leadership program that 
develops young leaders and 
helps schools to become leaders 
in their community.  It was 
formed to help Victorians to 
value and protect our marine 
treasures, especially our bays.

This year will see the 2000th 
‘i sea, i care’ ambassador 
and there are now nearly 70 
schools in the program with 
the support of the City of 
Kingston, Frankston and 
Casey. 

This is a “real-life” program 
that is making a difference. 
This is why Victoria’s 
Environment Minister, The 
Hon. Ryan Smith asked to 

meet our Ambassadors at one 
of our workshops. You can see 
him here, at the clean-out of 
a stormwater pollution trap 
with ambassadors from local 
schools. 

They helped him to understand 
how pollution gets into the bay 
and how we need to change Check out DRI’s YouTube 

Channel with 30 videos. 
youtube.com/user/1jeffweir

See the team in action at 
dolphinresearch.org.au

Have you seen the 
videos showing 
our Education 
Programs?

Being an ‘i sea, i care’ 
Ambassador is a big 
responsibility, but it also has 
lots of opportunities to learn 
new skills, experience new 
things and meet new people. 

It is also fun, with the year’s 
first workshop being on 
Moonraker Dolphin Swims 
in southern Port Phillip. They 
don’t always see dolphins 
but they definitely see seals, 
gannets and the odd weedy 
seadragon! 

how people think.  This is 
only one of many of their 
workshops.

The ambassadors also share 
their experiences with their 
fellow students at assemblies 
and through peer-teaching 
sessions that we are training 
them to deliver to younger 
grades.

For some ambassadors their 
volunteer experiences and 
the opportunities to meet 
marine scientists and marine 
park rangers, helps them to 
set their future goals. Some 

ambassadors from a decade 
ago have now graduated in 
environmental science and are 
becoming the next generation 
of environmental managers!

In the bigger picture, two 
of the Dolphin Research 
Institute’s longest volunteers 
literally had a “whale of a 
time” during February and 
March as part of an expedition 
to study blue whales in the 

Antarctic Sea.  They got there 
totally on their own merits, 
but volunteering can be an 
important start for both 
personal growth and making a 
difference. (See story, p3).  

Being a volunteer ambassador 
is a wonderful way to make a 
difference, and help protect our 
living marine treasures, which 
are too precious to lose.

Education News                                            

Clubs, community groups - looking for something 
different for your next outing?

Get a new outlook on Victoria’s Living Marine 
Treasures - and, we can come to you!!


