
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend 

Please support our ‘Caring For Our Bays’ Appeal, and help us 
overcome the challenges to protecting our wonderful bays.  

On one hand, Port Phillip and Western Port are remarkable success 
stories, healthier today than decades ago and with marine species 
not found anywhere else on the planet. A day on the bay can feel 
like you are in a living wildlife film!  

On the other hand, we have a big problem with record numbers of 
beach closures due to pollution flushed from the catchment by 
summer storms. If it’s not fit for us, then it’s not fit for dolphins 
and other species. 

Whilst we have made progress, our remarkable bays remain at the 
mercy of what is flushed from the catchments. 

This will become even more challenging as we face a future of 
more extreme weather events from climate change and ballooning 
urban development from a population expected to double by 2050.  

Surveys show that most of us are more concerned about marine 
life in the tropics than our bays. And we don’t think our lives in the 
suburbs affect the bays – even when we are the source of most 
pollution.  

It is urgent to both change how we value our bays and how we live 
in the catchment.  Your support will help our work to achieve this.  

It was like being in a wildlife 
documentary, but we were in our 
research vessel on our wonderful bay. 

Dolphins were leaping, tail slapping and 
diving to herd fish into tight balls. 
Gannets, terns, seals and penguins 
joined in, taking advantage of the 
dolphins’ hard work.   

During May our team observed groups 
of over fifty bottlenose dolphins near 
Mt Eliza and increased numbers of 
common dolphins nearby. We also had 
reports of orcas and humpback whales 
off both bays and dolphins in the Yarra, 
Maribyrnong and Patterson Rivers.   

 

http://www.dolphinresearch.org.au/


There are no quick fixes. The problems are complex and require innovation 
and long-term leadership to make any difference. Our supporters know this, 
many passionately believing in our work for more than two decades.  

There is no organisation like the Dolphin Research Institute with our track-
record of integrated science, education and environmental leadership 
programs.   

An important time to help 

We need funds to continue our Dolphin Health Project once the three years 
of funding under the federal government’s National Whale and Dolphin 
Protection Plan finishes at the end of June. Funds are also needed to expand 
our ‘i sea, i care’ School Ambassador Program to take our catchment 
messages to a wider audiences.  We have applied for grants, but the 
outcomes are uncertain and they are never enough by themselves.   

You have the opportunity to do something special to help Care For Our 
Dolphins and Bays…… 

Smart leadership, research and education NOW will help our bays remain 
healthy  –  ‘jewels in our marine crown’. 

With your help – we will build on 26 years of successes, in our three key 
areas, to provide solutions to ensure a future for our dolphins and all our 
living marine treasures – including our bays.  

So please, while it is fresh in your mind, make the most generous gift that 
you can to help Care For Our Bays.   

With kind regards, 

 

 

Jeff Weir, Executive Director 
 

 

(This appeal has been developed, 
printed and assembled ‘in-house’ 

by our team and volunteers to 
save on cost and make the most 

of your support). 

 

P.S. – Victoria’s dolphins and all our 

living marine treasures need champions. 

Giving to our appeal will make you one...  

Donate before 30 June and gain the 

most from your tax deduction. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Victoria’s dolphins and all our living marine treasures need champions … 

For a quarter of a century, the Dolphin Research Institute has been the 
means for passionate researchers, students, educators, volunteers and 
donors to become champions for our marine treasures, especially our 
bays.    

Our Research focusses on answering questions needed to protect our 
dolphins, especially Port Phillip’s two resident species, that share their 
bay with nearly five million people.  

Our Education brings the wonders of all our marine treasures into the 
lives of Victorians, and the impacts from five million of us living around 
our bays. 

Our Leadership role is where we see issues, mount a response and 
provide solutions.  We lead by example, valuing evidence over ideology 
and collaboration over conflict. 

 Research on dolphin health and the development of new research tools 

 Research on dolphin tourism to introduce licensing 

 Studies of dolphin harassment with recommendations to government 

 The annual Walk for Western Port 

 The award winning ‘i sea, i care’ Ambassador Program that works with 
112 schools, developing 4,500 young environmental leaders 

 Participation in the State of the Bays Report, Port Phillip Environmental 
Management Plan Review and Regional Coastal Plan.  

We are mostly about people. This includes our team of staff, volunteers 
and supporters, the people we educate and work with to change 
behaviours and decision making. Nurturing the next generation is vital.  

We can’t protect our dolphins without caring for all our marine treasures 
– or without champions to join us.  

Please support our CARING FOR OUR BAYS Appeal and consider 
becoming a champion of our regular giving program. 



 

 


