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2015 Celebrating the Dolphin Research Institute’s 25th Year 

Get your sticker 
now

2016 Summer 
Holiday Programs

Summer holiday programs 
for families will be held on 
Peninsula beaches, the ferry 

and at our centre, as part of the 
2016 ‘i sea, i care’  Challenge. 
See Facebook and website for 

details and costs if any. 

The joy of seeing Round Mid 
Notch with her new-born calf 
(pictured) during our surveys 
for the Dolphin Health Project 
will be short lived if boaters 
don’t show them respect during 
the peak summer boating and 
holiday season. 

Recent surveys have found 
young calves with our resident 
bottlenose and common dolphin 
communities. 
Round Mid Notch is a common 
dolphin and was photographed 
near Mornington.  We have 
recently seen many calves across 

the eastern and southern part of 
Port Phillip. 
So, whilst summer and the 
Christmas period are great times 
for us on the water, we need to 
remind boaters to do the right 
thing and obey the dolphin 
watching rules. 

Don’t deliberately approach 
dolphins closer than:
•	 30m swimming or paddling
•	 100m in a boat
•	 300m on a jetski

We will be running education 
campaigns over summer. 

   Help spread the word! 

1300 130 949

DRI Team Assists with 
Harpooned Seal Rescue

Response to Entangled 
Western Port Dolphin
The report of a dolphin entangled in 
a mooring rope, with buoy trailing 
behind, sent our team, DELWP and 
the Marine Rescue Unit into action 
again, for the second time within 
eight days. 
Using DRI’s vessel, we surveyed the 
waters off Somers, Balnarring and 
Merricks and found a small group. 

We think they are the local, resident 
dolphins. 
None had an entanglement but two 
had dark marks around their heads 
that looked consistent with bruises 
caused by a rope. 
We are confident that we would have 
seen a white buoy being towed by a 
dolphin, if it had been in the area. 
As there have been no further 
reports, we strongly suspect that 

these were the dolphins and that the 
one that seemed to be entangled had 
worked it out. 
This was a great outcome and 
testament to working together.  
     

A survey for the Dolphin Health 
Project in southern Port Phillip was 
interrupted by the report of a seal at 
Chinamans Hat with what looked 
like a gaff embedded in its back. 
Sue Mason and David Donnelly 
contacted DELWP and the Zoo’s 
Marine Rescue Unit and maintained 
sight of the seal for over 3 hours 
until they arrived and the seal could 
be taken for treatment.  
The surgery showed that what had 
appeared to be a fishing gaff was in 

Milestone Members
We want to acknowledge the many 
members who have been donating 
regularly for more than 10 years. 
In fact, some of you have been 
contributing for more than 20 years!  
Thank you, and a special thank you 
to Mrs Anger, a supporter since 
1997. Even with failing health, 
Mrs Anger continues to help ‘our 
dolphins’ when she can.

fact a home-made harpoon and the 
seal had been stabbed twice.
It should recover well and was 
released the next day. 
Wildlife officers are very committed 
to prosecuting the culprit. If you 
know anything please call DELWP 
on 136 186.
We have placed a link to the TV 
news on our home page (www.
dolphinresearch.org.au).



Two Year Milestone for our Citizen Scientists

Research      for conservation Sue Mason 
Research 
Director

Thanks to the volunteers who have made it all possible.

FAQ 

November marked the 
second anniversary of the 
Dolphin Research Institute’s 
‘Community Dolphin 
Monitoring Program’ where 
citizen scientists have 
contributed nearly 2000 hours 
to provide a ‘snapshot’ of the 
activity of dolphins, birds and 
humans along eastern Port 
Phillip. 

Key findings show that the 
dolphins and birds are more 
active and consistently closer 
to shore in the cooler months of 
the year. 

Dolphins were seen during 
three quarters of the surveys 
conducted from land-based 
locations from Mornington to 
Mt Eliza on the second Sunday 
of each month during the two 
years. 

“This eastern region of the bay 
is clearly very important to the 
two resident species of dolphins 
that make Port Phillip their 
home” said Sue Mason.“We 
now have data that reinforces 
the remarkable values of this 
part of the bay and a proven 
monitoring tool to pick up 
change in the years ahead.”  

This program forms a 
crucial part of DRI’s core 
conservation-focused research 
program that now spans 25 
years, making it one of the 
world’s longest on-going 
studies of dolphins.

The volunteer scientists are 
trained to use special binoculars 
with inbuilt compasses and 
grids to record the position 
and movement of the dolphins. 
Interactions with other species 
such as seals and birds are 
also recorded. The presence 
of vessels and their behaviour 
around the dolphins are also 
noted and cases of harassment 
are logged and reported to 
Wildlife Officers.

Volunteers for the program 
include nurses, teachers, 
students, environmental 
managers, psychologists, 
retirees and even a three-month 
old baby!  There is currently a 
waiting list to become involved.  

We reinforce the rules about 
respecting our dolphins by not 

approaching closer than 100m 
in boats (300m on a jetski) and 
30m for paddlers and swimmers.

DRI is planning to expand the 
program to more locations 
and to involve volunteers 
from businesses as well as the 
community in general.  

DRI Ripples
The Institute’s 25 year milestone 
in March 2016 will be a time to 
celebrate and also to reflect on the 
people who have helped along the 
way, and on the benefits we deliver.

It is humbling that many loyal 
supporters have stayed with us since 
the beginning, trusting us to put 
their donations to good use.

We work very hard to live up to this 
trust by achieving the most valuable 
and lasting benefits from every 
supporter dollar.

Last year only 5% of our revenue 
was spent on fundraising.

A mix of great people and a culture 
of careful management and planning 
makes this possible. 

Our programs are designed to 
support and build on each other. 

Research informs environmental 
protection, education and 
community engagement. Education 
and community engagement 
support research and environmental 
protection. 

Interns, Ambassadors and volunteers 
contribute to programs, as well as 
gaining skills and the passion to 
develop as the next generation of 
scientists and managers.

The parent of an ‘i sea, i care’ 
Ambassador writes .....
“My son who was in the program this 
year, has loved the program and to tell 
you honestly so have I. I cannot say how 
much of a benefit it has been to him, being 
intellectually advanced his love for science 

and the environment is not something 
that is properly addressed at school, so this 
program has been fantastic for him. All I 
can say is Well done, you have created a 
brilliant program for all kids.”

Our programs work together to 
create wider benefits such as hosting 
coastal managers on the Western 
Port Ambassador trip and our 
team’s involvement in responding to 
the harpooned seal and entangled 
dolphin.

The benefits from 25 years of 
sustained, integrated programs are 
many and varied and keep appearing 
like “ripples on the surface of a 
smooth pond”. 

Thank you all for helping us make a 
difference over 25 years!   

How long do dolphins live?  Thirty 
years for a dolphin is probably similar 
to an 80 year old person. Some can 
live longer.

Do we see porpoises in Port 
Phillip?  No. Porpoises and dolphins 
are both small, toothed whales but they 
are different and there are no records of 
porpoises in our waters. Most porpoise 
species are only found in the Northern 
Hemisphere.

Did channel deepening affect our 
Port Phillip dolphins?  It’s now five 
years since it finished, and there is no 
evidence that the dredging has had any 
effects on the bay’s resident dolphins.   



Mandy Robertson,  
Education Director

Education      the next generation

Melbourne Ambassadors

A wonderful experience at Monash University School of Biological Science for students in our trial 'i sea, i care' Ambassador 
program for secondary schools. Thank you to the wonderful team at Monash and all who made this pilot possible!

'i sea, i care' Ambassadors are taken 
out on the bay, meet and work with 
rangers, and are trained as peer 
educators and public speakers to 
increase their personal development. 
DRI now has 420 Ambassadors in 
94 schools across Melbourne and we 
are now in the Geelong area as well.

Secondary School 
Trial for‘i sea, i care’
This pilot program for the ‘i sea, i 
care’ program in secondary schools 
is drawing to its conclusion with 
some very positive responses.
The students took part in a 
Community Dolphin Monitoring 
exercise at Mornington, a 
Catchment workshop in Elsternwick 
and a visit to the Biological Sciences 
Department at Monash University 
in Clayton. Here they spent the 
morning learning about many 
different research pathways into 
environmental science and looking 
at some of the marine specimens 
under microscopes. All the students 
enjoyed the visit, especially those 
who hadn’t considered Monash 
University before.

Both Firbank Grammar and 
Brighton Secondary College are 
currently working on their marine 
presentations and will be delivering 
them to community groups in the 
near future.

‘i sea, i care’  Award 
Winners for 2015
This time of the year sees the 
young marine ambassadors in 
our ‘i sea, i care’  program being 
recognised at Award presentations 
through the regions.  The photos 
show Award-winning Ambassadors 
from the City of Kingston, City 
of Casey, Mornington Peninsula 
Shire, Bayside City Council and the 
Melbourn region receiving Awards 
for Ambassador of the Year, School 
of the Year, Fundraiser of the Year, 
Co-ordinator of the Year and 
Outstanding Contribution. 
Well done to you all!

Kingston Ambassadors

Casey Ambassadors

Mornington Peninsula Ambassadors Bayside Ambassadors

DRI’s award-winning program 
has been running since 2001. 

Students in Years 5 and 6 become 
champions for Victoria’s marine 
treasures. Nearly 3,500 students 

have been involved.



Central Coastal Region 
Managers Learn with 
Ambassadors
Members of the Central Coastal 
Board, councillors and coastal 
managers from five councils 
recently joined our ‘i sea, i care’ 
Ambassadors on Western Port. 
The trip on Wildlife Coast Cruises 
was for our Ambassadors from 
schools in the City of Casey. 
Discussions focused on the new 
Regional Coastal Plan and how we 
can best protect our bays.   

Another example of the many 
benefits that “ripple” from our 
programs.  

waterways and how many of the 
local waterways in the City of Casey 
link to Western Port.

The display table had many 
‘beachcombing treasures’ from the 
sea. Some residents said that they 
had not been to the beach since 
arriving in Australia. This was a great 
way to allow them to ask questions, 
touch shells and sponges and learn 
about the issues with litter in their 
local area. The dolphin skull and 
shark jaw were also a hit with adults 
and children. 

Education Officer Jess Lazarus 
presented an information stand at 
the recent Doveton Show. Jess was 
told by a pleased grandparent that ... 
“the kids loved it, especially what the 
dolphins eat”!
The new secret touch ‘n’ feel boxes 
were a huge hit with children. 
One box was set up with dolphin 
food and one with platypus food. 
Children were challenged to find 
the animals’ food amongst all the 

rubbish! Children really loved this, 
and spent a lot of time trying to 
find the ‘real’ food. It allowed for 
many of the parents and carers 
to be involved in the discussion 
of the issues with rubbish in our 

Leadership     community

Bay Fish N Trips
Bayside City Council
Bullfrog’s Bali
City of Casey
City of Kingston 
Club Marine
Coastcare
Department of ELWP
Department of the Environment 
Dolphin Products
Eastern District Computer Services
Esso & BHP Billiton

Thank you to our Supporters
Good Company
Ian Potter Foundation
Martha Cove
Melbourne Water 
Midland Insurance Brokers
Moonraker Charters
Mornington Peninsula News Group
Mornington Peninsula Shire
Mornington Sea Glass
Promotion Products
Ritchies Supermarkets

Trigger Bros.
Visitor Publications
Western Port Marina
Westernport Holden
White Cleland Solicitors
Yaringa Marina

Dinner with the Dolphins a success!
Thank you to: 
Event Partner -  Bullfrog’s Bali, 
Event Sponsor - James Crowder 
Community Real Estate, Event 
Supporter - White Cleland Lawyers, 
and  TJ Sparks Real Estate, the 
Event Auctioneer, and our host, the 
Ranelagh Club. 

Working with the 
Community 
DRI's Education Director, Mandy 
Robertson, was one of several 
presenters who shared important 
marine stories and facts with 
students from Rye Primary School at 
the Zoo’s 'Seal the Loop' education 
session. Mandy (below) was 
extremely proud of her Rye Primary 
School 'i sea, i care' Ambassadors 
who played a large part in organising 
the day for their fellow students. 

Sculptor Christian Gundesen 
donated a magnificent art work
 www.christiangundesen.com

Also thank you all our donors to the 
auctions; over $43,000 was raised 
on the night. A great time was had, 
and we appreciate the amazing 
effort made by Liz, Helen and Jenny 
(lower-left).
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Help us to ‘look out’ for 
our marine treasures

YES!  I want to contribute to the Summer Appeal....

Please return to: 
admin@dolphinresearch.org.au or  

Dolphin Research Institute, Reply Paid 87423, 
HASTINGS VIC, 3915.   Or call:

1300 130 949 
dolphinresearch.org.au

Please accept my donation of  [  ]$100,  [  ]$40,  [  ]$200,  $............
[   ]Mr    [   ]Mrs    [   ]Ms   [   ]Miss  [   ]Dr

First Name   ..........................................  Surname  ..................................................................

Address        ..................................................................................................................................   

                        State .............         PCode   ..........            Phone  ...........................................

Email             ...................................................................................................................................

CCd    ..............  / ...............  / ...............  / ................         Exp ....... / ........

Name on Card  .................................................................       Signature  ..............................................
All donations $2 and over are tax deductible.  ABN 73097317112. 

I would like to find out more about:
[  ] Volunteering
[  ] Education Programs
[  ] Monthly Giving Program
[  ] DRI Bequest Program
[  ] Leadership Circle Donor Program

Concerns - more than dolphins 

•	 Pollution causing habitat loss, algal 
blooms and disease, including skin 
lesions

•	 Impacts of a changing climate  
and population growth

•	 Harassment and injury from 
vessels.

Boat injury 
to young 

calf 

Too Precious to Lose

•	 Our remarkable bays support a dynamic food web 
sustaining a rich diversity of marine species, most of 
which are not found anywhere else in the world

•	 Resident communities of both 
bottlenose and common 
dolphins rely on the bays having a 
healthy ecosystem 

•	 Port Phillip is a giant nursery where 
mother dolphins can raise 
their calves in 
relative safety with 
abundant food.  

We Provide Solutions

The Dolphin Research Institute works in three ways:
•	 Research to understand our dolphin communities 

and the threats they face, including a major dolphin 
health study

•	 Marine education in schools and the community, to 
build stewardship for our bays

•	 Influencing government policy and laws through 
active leadership and involvement.

(Right: Marine Education about biology and stormwater pollution. )

 Last year only 5% of our revenue was spent on fundraising (independent auditor’s report 2015).


