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Regional Coastal 
Plans  The Institute has 
been closely involved with 
the development of the new 
regional plan for the Central 
Coastal Region with our 
Director being a member of 
the Central Coastal Board. 
This draft plan will shape how 
our coastal environments are 
managed, so please take a look 
and have your say at www.
ccb.vic.gov.au.  Comments are 
also invited for the Western 
and Gippsland plans at www.
wcb.vic.gov.au and www.gcb.
vic.gov.au (Comments close in 
March).

The Walk for Western Port is 
a family fun day starting with 
a walk-a-thon (dog friendly). 
Arrive 9am for a 10am start, 
at the Hastings Foreshore 
Reserve, Marine Parade.  

Momentum is picking up with 
our Dolphin Health Project - 
part of the National Whale and 
Dolphin Protection Plan. 
From the outset we wanted 
to make sure that this project 
produces long-term outcomes 
that last beyond the three years 
of active work.  
Consequently, we have 
included components such as 
a citizen science program, a 
National Network of Experts, 
a “methodological toolbox” 
for monitoring dolphin 
health, and an on-going social 
marketing program to reduce 
human impacts on dolphins.
During the first half of 2015 
we will continue the historical 

Dolphin Health Project Begins
analysis of almost 50,000 
images of our dolphins to build 
up a picture of the presence, 
intensity and progression of 
skin lesions on our dolphins 
over the last two decades. This 
is the work that Russell and 
Helen have started (page 3) 
with images like the one below.

We will also develop the 
National Expert Network, 
develop new survey methods 
for Port Phillip and will work 

on the social marketing we 
have already begun so that it 
has more of a national focus.   
We are committed to the 
project delivering lasting 
benefits for monitoring and 
responding to dolphin health 
issues in Australia. We will 

keep you informed with 
regular updates. 
This project is supported by 
the Dolphin Research Institute 
through funding from the 
Australian Government’s 
National Landcare 
Programme.

Walk for Western Port 

A great day, for a great cause 

> Online registration & fundraising 

westernportholden.com.aubullfrogsbali.com

Walk for Western Port 2015    Sunday, 3 May 

Major Sponsors

tropicallifestyle.com.au

And you can
•	Register as an 

individual, family or team 

•	Sponsor a friend, or

•	DonateEven if you can’t join 
us there, you can 
still help ....

   24 High St, Hastings

Help us achieve our 
fundraising goal 



Avante Marine
Bayside City Council
Bullfrog’s Bali
City of Casey
City of Kingston 
Club Marine
Coastcare
Department of ELWP
Department of the Environment 
Dolphin Products
Eastern District Computer Services
Esso & BHP Billiton
Good Company
Ian Potter Foundation
Lord Mayor’s Fund
Martha Cove
Melbourne Water 
Midland Insurance Brokers
Moonraker Charters
Mornington Peninsula News Group
Mornington Peninsula Shire
Mornington Sea Glass
Natures Organics
Promotion Products
Ritchies Supermarkets
Trigger Bros.
Visitor Publications
Western Port Marina
Westernport Holden
White Cleland Solicitors
Yaringa Marina

From the Chair  By Ian Stevenson

Thanks to our Supporters

Thank you Bullfrog’s Bali,  
(bullfrogsbali.com), artist
Lyn Mellady (mellady.
com), Studio Glamour 
(studioglamour.com.au), 
Cape Schank Resort, (racv.
com.au), Elephant Living 
Sorrento (elephantsorrento.
com.au), Marlo Spa Sorrento 
(marlospa.com.au) and Hotel 
Sorrento (hotelsorrento.com.
au). These wonderful people 
and organizations made our 
2014/15 raffle a success. And 

Welcome to our New Members

Thank you, Westernport Holden 

Tim Allan
Timothy Benedict
Arkie Bertalli
Oliver Blumberg
Hazel Brown
Glen and Sue Bryant
Sarah Cakaric
Rip Charters
Alana Corvan
Ellen Fish

Club Marine supports DRI
DRI has a strong relationship 
with Club Marine, and we 
are pleased that they are 
continuing to insure our 
research vessel, the Delphinidae. 
Club Marine is the largest 
provider of pleasure craft 
insurance in Australia, and has 
been specializing in this type of 
insurance for over 40 years. 
When you arrange Club 
Marine insurance for your 
boat, you aren’t just a number 
on a policy - you become a 
member of a Club and you 
receive an individual card 

that entitles you to a range 
of services and benefits, like 
Club Marine Assist. Get 
more information at www.
clubmarine.com 
Thank you, Club Marine for 
keeping us safe on the water!

Raffle Sponsors
thank you to the hundreds of 
supporters who bought tickets. 

The beautiful pastel seascape donated 
by the artist Lyn Mellady

I proudly note that 2015 marks 
the Dolphin Research Institute’s 
25th year, an important 
milestone and an opportunity 
to reflect on a quarter of 
a century of learning and 
achievement. 
We see 2015 as a year to take 
the Institute to a “higher 
level” so that we can deliver 
even more on behalf of our 
supporters, our partners and 
most importantly, our marine 
treasures. 
Donors, sponsors, partners, 
volunteers and our dedicated 
staff and board are all crucial 
to the Institute’s longevity and 
success.  Many have been with 
us since the beginning. 
Two decades of community 
sightings, and over two 
years of the “citizen science” 
Community Dolphin 
Monitoring Program, support 
our core research program and 
help to create a context for the 
new Dolphin Health Project. 

Community is 
central to our 
“Help keep OUR 
dolphins in the 
Bay” campaign including the 
assistance of volunteers during 
the ‘i sea, i care’ Challenge 
beach programs during summer.    
By the end of 2015 over 
3,000 young leaders will have 
participated in our ‘i sea, i care’ 
Ambassador Program. 
Record community involvement 
for the 2015 Walk for Western 
Port is expected and we would 
love to have you all join us on 
the first Sunday in May.    
The Institute is really a family of 
thousands of individuals who all 
contribute in varieties of ways to 
help us make the world a better 
place – thanks to you all. 
As you read this newsletter, I 
hope you agree with me that we 
are making a good start on the 
next 25 years! 

Steven Kendall 
James Lasker
Cassandra Moodie
Edward O’Callaghan
Pamela Rauleder
Sean Samson
Leif Stevens
Sharina Sullivan
Esther Vaughan

We are grateful to Des Kissick and 
the team at Westernport Holden 
for sponsoring the servicing of our 
vehicle and also supporting the 
Walk for Western Port.  If you need 
help with a vehicle, ask Des and say 
thanks for supporting DRI ! 



Research News

Sue Mason 
Research 
Officer

Report Dolphin 
Sightings

1300 130 949

Citizen Science for dolphins of Gippsland Lakes and 
the Bays - Get Involved
Our most recent studies on the 
common dolphins and the first 
phase of the Dolphin Health 
Project is keeping us very 
focused on Port Phillip where 
more than a hundred bottlenose 
dolphins and up to twenty 
common dolphins permanently 
live - along with more than four 
million people! 

We also had our “Help keep 
OUR dolphins in the Bay, Stay 
100m Away” campaign this 
summer which is applicable to 
all locations (with a bit of poetic 
licence). 

This doesn’t mean that in 
2015 DRI is neglecting the 
dolphins in Western Port and 
the Gippsland Lakes - but we 
can’t be everywhere. We rely on 
sightings from the community 
to help give ‘snapshots’ of 
dolphin activity around 
Victoria. 

We have community sightings 
dating back to 1991 and 
want to build this into a very 
important citizen science 
campaign that both involves the 
community and also contributes 

to the long-term understanding 
and protection of our dolphins.  

Already over this summer, keen 
Western Port DRI members 
and volunteers have put up 
posters and distributed stickers 
about the dolphin-watching 
regulations. A possible post-
graduate study is being 
considered by DRI; it would be 
looking at the small, resident 
bottlenose dolphin population 
off Balnarring and Merricks.

DRI has a large data-base of 
images of Gippsland Lakes 
dolphins dating back to 
the early 2000’s that we are 
painstakingly working through 
to identify individual dolphins. 
Also in the past we had a strong 
band of ‘dolphin spotters’ – 

unfortunately the sightings 
from this area have slowed. 
So, please, all you dolphin-
spotters/watchers/lovers there 
in the Gippsland Lakes – send 
in your dolphin sightings to 
comms@dolphinresearch.org.
au or through our website www.
dolphinresearch.org.au and 
also encourage other dolphin-
spotters to report! 

Without your sightings, we 
can’t know what the dolphins 
are doing, where they are 
feeding, when and where they 
are travelling, their numbers, 
etc. From this information 
we can put ‘dots on the map’ 
which helps to tell a story 
that is invaluable for the 
future management of these 
magnificent creatures. 

Our research over the past 
three months has been 
swamped by the common 
dolphin work, and with me 
frantically trying to complete 
my Ph.D thesis and scientific 
papers about the common 
dolphins.
We also had to apply to have 
our research permit renewed 
which is a thorough process 
that ensures research is well 
regulated.
DRI operates under a research 
permit that is awarded by 
the Victorian Government 
through the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning (DELWP). 
We apply to DELWP and 
Monash University Animal 
Ethics Committee to have 
our research permit and ethics 
renewed every three years. 
This ensures that DRI and 
other research groups adhere 
to particular protocols to 
keep both the animals and 
researchers safe. 
This time we wanted to 
include two new non-invasive 
methodologies that changed 
this permit, so our application 
had to go out for public 
comment before it could be 
considered by DELWP and 
re-approved. 
We are in the final stages of 
this process and will look 
forward to returning to the 
water to begin collecting fin 
ID images and data for our 
dolphin health project.

New DRI Researchers
Welcome aboard, Helen 
Braybrook and Russell King. 
They will be working on the 
historical photo-data that DRI 
has gathered over the years. 
This is part of our national 
dolphin health project. 
We believe that there might 
be up to 50,000 images to be 
scanned and analysed. Because 
these images date as far back 
as 1993, Helen and Russell 
are also working with slides - 
remember those!
Each scanned image (opposite)
is labelled with a unique code; 
eventually all images will be 
able to be cross-referenced, and 
a “who’s who” of individual 
animals developed. From this, 
the appearance of lesions on 
the dolphins will be able to be 
documented, and a sense of 

what is “normal” for the health 
of the population assessed.
Both Russell and Helen have 
been with DRI as volunteers 

for some time; Russell is also 
one of our sessional educators 
and Helen did her internship 
with us last year.



Once again this summer we were out and about 
at beaches and parks, and even the ferry with 
our ‘i sea, i care’ Challenge. The “Challenge” 
is to talk to as many people as possible about 
Victoria’s precious marine treasures.
Our Challenge ran across the school holidays 
with sessions at Rye, Mornington Park, Casey 
ARC, Camerons Bight, Point Leo and the 
Sorrento/Queenscliff ferry. We also had a great 
session with 140 nippers at Dromana Life Saving 
Club. Thanks to Rob McCall for co-ordinating.
As part of the Challenge, we spent time at 
many of the boat ramps across the Mornington 
Peninsula, talking to people about our safety 

Mandy 
Robertson
Education 
Director

Education News                                            

2015 ‘i sea, i care’ Challenge

Thank you, Janet Borley. Janet has been a valuable part of DRI’s 
Education team for ten years. She will be very much missed by us all as she 
ventures off to the heady delights of northern NSW. Good luck Janet, thanks 
for your unfailing enthusiasm and up-beated-ness!

Ambassadors To Open National Conference

There have already been lots of 
exciting things happening for 
the start of 2015.
The Catholic Education Office 
has generously sponsored 
six schools in the Bellarine/
Geelong region to be a part 
of “ i sea, i care” this year. 
I am thrilled to welcome 
St Aloysius, St Therese, St 
Roberts, St Francis Xavier, 
Our Lady Star of the Sea 
and Christ the King to our 
program. Thanks to Simon 
Lindsay for making this 
possible.
We are introducing a new way 
of communicating with all the 
Ambassadors this year. Initially 
designed as a bulletin board, 
where schools can view details 
of upcoming workshops, 
eventually all Ambassadors 
will have a secure log-in to 
share their ideas and activities 
with each other. See it on the 
‘i sea, i care’ 
page of our 
web site.  
Over the next few weeks I 
will be working with almost 
400 Ambassadors at eight 
peer teaching workshops 
and six boat trips; beginning 
the Ambassadors journey as 
environmental leaders.
And three amazing girls, who 
graduated as Ambassadors last 
year, will be representing not 
only the Dolphin Research 
Institute but their generation 
when they present the opening 
speech at the national Sea 
Change Conference at Cape 
Schanck (see story opposite).
Finally, we have to say 
goodbye to a much loved 
member of our education 
team. We will all miss you 
very much Janet, and wish you 
and Ken all the best on your 
new adventure.

campaign, ‘Help keep OUR Dolphins in the 
Bay’. Many thanks to Steph Rouse for all her 
help.
Thank you to our wonderful staff and volunteers 
who spread the message to hundreds of people 
over the two weeks. 
Three young girls were so motivated by Janet’s 
talk at Point Leo that they raised $53 by selling 
loom-bands that they made and donated the 
money to DRI. Thank you Stella, Grace and 
Fenella. 

We are very proud that three 
‘i sea, i care’ Ambassadors will 
open the National Conference 
of the Australian Coastal 
Councils which is being held on 
the Mornington Peninsula from 
11-13 March. 
Amy Stone (Tooradin PS), 
Tiana Atkinson (Mount Eliza 
North PS) and Charlotte Swayn 
(Penbank School) will welcome 
coastal managers from all over 
Australia on behalf of Victoria’s 
Marine Treasures. They will 
also share some of what they 
do as Ambassadors and politely 
remind the audience that we 
all need to be ambassadors and 
work to ensure that our coasts 
are left in good shape for future 
generations.  
The three young leaders were 
winners of ‘i sea, i care’ awards 
in 2014 for their outstanding 
achievements. 

L-R Tiana, Mandy 
and Charlotte

Amy at the Casey 
Ambassadors’ 
Awards night

Ambassadors in 
Action in 2015                                  

Principle 
Partner


