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WHAT’S ON 
at DRI

Go to our 
homepage 
and video 
segment

‘i sea, i care’ Challenge
January 2013. For times 
and beach locations -
dolphinresearch.org.au

Something 
different for 
Christmas ?
.......look inside

    Ever wanted to be a 
Dolphin Researcher 

for a Day?
Book Now for our Family 
Holiday Program in our 

Hastings centre    
  1300 130 949

Protecting dolphins like Esther 
and her new calf (right) was 
the reason DRI was formed 
but it was not clear what they 
needed to be protected from – 
nor what we needed to do. 
Twenty one years of research 
and understanding of the 
broader issues tells us that the 
key issues are the impacts from 
vessels on the water and the 
effects on their environment 
from over 3 million of us living 
in the catchment.
Our research programs 
monitor the health of the 
populations and try to better 
understand the issues that need 
to be managed so that we can 
make recommendations to 
government. We also become 
involved in environmental 
inquiries and the prosecutions 
of dolphin harassment cases.
Our education and ‘i sea, i 
care’ programs have become 
more and more focussed on 
changing how our community 
values and lives around our 
bays.     
We can’t do this alone and 
we currently have 180 young 
leaders in our ‘i sea, i care’ 
Ambassador program who 
work with over 30,000 people 
through their primary school 
communities. 

Some Ambassadors recently 
showed the Minister for 
Environment, the Hon. 

Ryan Smith, the stormwater 
pollution trap at Banyan 
Reserve - taking their influence 
right to the top! 
We also have been joined 
by two very inspiring young 
people to help spread the word.

This is Shabnam and Abdul 
who have volunteered to work 
with us to help protect Western 
Port. They are both Youth 
Ambassadors with the City of 
Casey and work to make their 
community a better place. 
They recently joined us 
on DRI’s boat to film the 
mangrove forests of Yaringa 
Marine National Park and to 
experience “Western Port’s 
Wonders” first hand. We will 
provide Abdul and Shabnam 
with images and video clips to 
help them share the ‘i sea, i 
care’ stories about protecting 
Western Port with schools and 
groups in their community. 

(You can see the 
finished product 
using this QR 
code).
But what makes 
me feel humble is that both 
have only been in our country 
for less than two years after 
arriving with their families as 
refugees. In spite of everything 
they have been through and 
whilst studying VCE, and 
supporting their families and 
being Youth Ambassadors, they 
still find time to help us with 
‘i sea, i care’ in the City of 
Casey. 
Other new ambassadors are 
joining us in the Cities of 
Kingston and Frankston, to 
help their communities to 
become better stewards of our 
bays.
Protecting dolphins has to be 
about working with people 
to help us to create ripples 
of behavioural change in the 
broader community. 
I look forward to some of 
our current generation of 
“protectors” taking over our 
jobs in decades to come!  

We all need a protector



Many thanks again to the BBQ  
maestro, Phil Thomas.
 Special thanks to Isabelle, 
Ella and Bella from Kunyung 
Primary School who raised 
nearly $200. Pictured below 
with them are Mandy 
Robertson (Education 
Director), Jeff Weir (Executive 
Director) and Neale Burgess 

(centre), Member for Hastings 
and DRI raffle-drawer.
See you at our next Walk For 
Western Port - Autumn, 2013!

Our second Walk For Western 
Port was held on a wet and 
windy Saturday in early 
September. With temperatures  
barely making the teens, DRI 
stalwarts and community 
members bravely gathered at 
Hastings foreshore to celebrate 
the wonders of Western Port 
with a 2 or 4km walk . We 
were later joined by walkers 
who had done the longer trek 
from Jacks Beach.
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Letter from the Chair  
By Ian Stevenson

Welcome to our new Members!
Aniela Chrzanowski
Holly Dunstan
Popa-Jeska Family
Chad Fox
Melanie Grassy
Alicia Grigoletto

Christmas or anytime

Joanne Hall
Loren Henry
Sarah Lucas
Rhys Thompson
Natacha Salembier

Walk For Western Port - wet and wild

The Dolphin Book $17      Cap  $15
Pen $5            Stress Dolphin $3

To order phone 1300 130 949      (plus postage $2)

Congratulations to Torie and 
Moonraker Cruises
Moonraker Cruises recently won another 
Victorian Tourism Award. Torie has 
also received the 2012 Victorian Young 
Business Woman of the Year Award. Torie 
is a great supporter of DRI and is hosting 
research interns on Moonraker. 

Throughout this newsletter you 
will see examples of wonderful 
members of the DRI family 
doing exciting things to 
help make a difference for 
our dolphins and their 
environment.   

The article on the front page 
talks about “creating ripples 
through the community”. 

This is what DRI does. 
Through our research 
internships, support of 
post-graduate projects and 
ambassador program we now 
have alumni who have worked 
as coastal planners, wildlife 
managers and Coastcare 
facilitators. Some of our 
ambassadors from the early 
days are now graduating from 
environmental science courses. 
All creating positive and lasting 
ripples in the community. 

I am very proud to be a part 
of this wonderful organisation 
and I would urge you to 

consider becoming more 
involved either through your 
own donations or helping 
others to join us. 

Thank you to all our loyal 
supporters, some who have 
been with us for 20 years.

I also want to thank our 
dedicated staff and volunteers,  
including my fellow directors.

Without you all nothing 
would be possible.

On behalf of all at DRI, I 
wish you and your family 
a safe and happy festive 
season and look forward to a 
fantastic 2013. 

We would also love to see you 
at one of our programs during 
January.



Community      
Dolphin Watch     

WE NEED YOU to tell us your dolphin 
sightings. Help us to ‘put dots on the 
map’ of dolphin sightings by going to 
our website  dolphinresearch.org.au and 
report your sightings.  

Research News

Sue Mason 
Research 
Officer

Report Dolphin 
Sightings

REMEMBER
Don’t deliberately approach dolphins 
closer than 100m (jetskis 300m). 
Severe penalties apply for breaching 
the regulations. 
Report cases of harassment to DSE on 
136 186. Or call DRI and we can help.

dolphinresearch.org.au

1300 130 949

I’m very proud to announce 
that three of DRI’s research 
family have been selected to 
join the Australian Antarctic 
Division’s Antarctic Blue 
Whale Voyage during 
February and March 2013.

This is a very important 
expedition that is part of the 
Southern Ocean Research 
Partnership’s Antarctic Blue 
Whale Project.    

They are David Donnelly, 
Kylie McKenzie and Natalie 
Schmitt who give lots to DRI 
as volunteers and casual staff.

David and Natalie have also 
just returned from studying 
blue whales off the coast 
of Portland. Here they saw 
a small pod of Shepherd’s 
beaked whale, one of the most 
rarely seen cetaceans in the 
world.

Their experience will bring 
knowledge and understanding 
to DRI that will benefit our 
work with our much, much 
smaller whales. 

Calves for Common Dolphins in Port Phillip

A great deal of DRI’s research 
effort at the moment is 
focussed on the community 
of short-beaked common 
dolphins in eastern Port 
Phillip. This is because 
of the many gaps in our 
understanding of their biology 
and the issues they face. 

The community is small 
enough, with less than two 
dozen animals, that we now 
know most of them by sight.

 We use the small nicks and 
notches on their dorsal fin, (or 
in the case of Tall Fin, lack of 
them) to identify individuals. 
Their dorsal fins are unique, 
like a human’s finger print.

We recently observed two 
female common dolphins, 
Square Notch and Almost 
Clean Fin for the first time 
this year and to our delight, 
they were both accompanied 

‘Almost 
Clean Fin’ 
and her calf

‘Square Notch’ and her calf. Note the foetal folds on the calf.

by young calves and therefore 
both recently mothers.

Looking back through our 
historical images and records, 
Square Notch and Almost 
Clean Fin have been sighted 
together on a number of 
occasions, which indicates a 
strong association between 
these two animals.

Square Notch’s calf is a little 
younger than Almost Clean 
Fin’s calf, as indicated by the 
presence of foetal folds which 
appear as ‘stripes’ on the calf ’s 
skin. They are from creases 
that form in their skin and 
blubber when curled up inside 

the womb before birth. The 
little mammals need a healthy 
layer of blubber to stay warm. 
The marks usually disappear 
after 3 months, although some 
dolphins retain the marks for 
their entire life, somewhat 
similar to birth marks in 
humans.

It’s very important to follow 
these mother-calf relationships 
to gain an insight into the 
survival of new-borns and 
the health of this unique 
community of dolphins. 

We will keep you posted as we 
learn more.

Square Notch

Have your say on the review of 
our Marine National Parks.
The Victorian Environmental 
Assessment Council has released 
the Discussion Paper for its Marine 
Investigation.  Written submissions are 
now invited. Submissions close Monday 
4 February 2013.

The Discussion Paper and a map of the 
investigation area can be downloaded 
from VEAC's website.  Copies of the 
discussion paper or a summary brochure 
may be obtained by contacting VEAC 
(veac@dse.vic.gov.au).



and working to protect the 
marine environment.

 Hannah, Ella, Bella and 
Isabelle (below) are amazing 
young people and an 
inspiration to us all.

Mandy Robertson
Education Director

    CALL NOW      1300 130 949     or email 
education@dolphinresearch.org.au

See the team in action at 
dolphinresearch.org.au

EducationUpdate

Thank you to our fantastic education team for a wonderful year

Have you seen the 
videos showing 
our Education 
Programs?

Don’t let your school miss out in 2013 !!
Bookings are filling up 

The core message about 
our wonderful marine 
and coastal environment, 
Victoria’s living Treasures 
being ‘too precious to lose’, 
is at the heart of all our 
education programs. And 

by looking closely at our 
impact, as humans, on the 
marine environment, we 
strive to make a difference. 

I took over the role of 
Education Director in 
January 2011. Incredibly 
I had been to the office 
several months earlier to 
discuss the possibility of 
forming a partnership with 
another local, not-for-profit 
foundation. I walked out 

and said to my partner, 
“ I want to work for that 
organisation!”

I inherited a very strong 
and established education 
program, which has 
continued to grow. 

Each year we deliver 
programs of all shapes and 
sizes to thousands of school 
students and members of 
community groups and 
clubs. These range from 

‘Living Treasures’, Beach 
Explorers, catchment 
education sessions, sea grass 
investigations and, wait 
for it, our 19m “portable”, 
inflatable whale! 

We have even developed 
‘whole school’ programs, 
such as the one shown 
below for Kunyung Primary 
School in Mt Eliza.

Last year Kunyung Primary  
School was a joint winner 
of our Ambassador School 
of the Year award and is a 
strong contender for this 
years too. With its biennial 
‘whole school’ program and 
history of ‘i sea, i care’, it is 
one of our flagship schools.

The four Kunyung 
Ambassadors joined us on 
our DRI celebration night, 
to share their experiences of 
being a marine Ambassador 

Check out DRI’s YouTube 
Channel with 30 videos. 
www.youtube.com/
user/1jeffweir/videos?view=0

Melbourne Water is a major 
partner of ‘i sea, i care’ through:

waterwatchmelbourne.org.au


