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WHAT’S ON 
at DRI

Join us and Walk for Western Port  

Ritchies Community 
Benefit Card - an easy 
way to help DRI. Get your 
free CB card from any 
Ritchies Store, and 5c of 
every $10 you spend comes 
straight to DRI! Or we can 
send you a card or key-tag - 
so easy!

Go to our 
homepage and 
video segment

Our Environmental Fundraising Walkathon
2 km or 6 km track along the foreshore

 All Welcome

This DRI picture of Arial’s Calf 
and her calf sharing the South 
Channel in Port Phillip is a 
reminder that we all have to 
live together.

Up to 200 resident Port Phillip 
dolphins live with 3 million 
of us in the catchment area 
around their home, and so far 
this year we haven’t done all 
that well by them. 

January – a large number of 
beaches closed for swimming. 
March - a 27 metre trawler 
wrecked on the edge of the 
Point Nepean Marine National 
Park and near Ticonderoga Bay 
Dolphin Sanctuary. It spilled 
30,000 litres of diesel and other 
oils into the sea. Remnants 
of fishing gear were strewn 
along many kilometres of 
coastline both in the bay and 
along ocean beaches. It has 
now wedged itself 8 metres 
into the sandstone seabed and 
cannot be salvaged. 

April – a young dolphin 
tangled in fishing gear (see 
page 3).  It is possible that the 
fishing gear came from the 
trawler.  Also an increase in the 
number of seals entangled in 
fishing gear.  
May - some of the wettest May 
days on record which have 
added to concern about water 
quality in the bay. 

Most of these events might 
have been avoided or reduced 
if we were just more careful 
with what we allow into drains, 
how we navigate our vessels 
and how we dispose of fishing 
gear.  

But to do so, we need not only 
laws and enforcement, but also 
changing attitudes. DRI does 
our practical best to influence 
where we can. 

 Our role as a leader in marine 
research and education is 
widely recognised. We continue 

to work closely with the 
Department of Sustainability 
and Environment (for 
example, in the trawler and 
entanglement incidents) and 
other marine and education 
bodies because of our expertise 
and professionalism. 

Living sustainably with our 
coastal environment is only 
going to get harder with 
increasing populations and 
changing climate. But, there is 
some good news! There seems 
to be a healthy number of 
young calves in the bay - let’s 
make Melbourne their most 
livable city in the world.

 Great prizes to be won!  
Phone 1300 130 949 to register



the need for 
our current 
education 
programs.  
Perhaps it also suggests an 
emerging role for DRI to 
expand its field of services.

Our board is committed to 
the goal of doubling our 
community engagement 
activities by the end of 2013. 
We are seeking support from 
a number of sources to help 
make this a reality. 

As you read this edition of 
the newsletter I hope that you 
will share our pride in the 
achievements of our young 
ambassadors in their role as 
peer educators and in Sue 
Mason representing DRI 
at the European Cetacean 
Society Conference.  

Our Winter Appeal is asking  
you to help us to continue and 
develop our work. 

Thank you to our wonderful 
team.

Thanks to our Supporters
Artikus Design 
Avante Marine
Bulls Cruisers  
Canon Australia
City of Kingston  
Club Marine
Coast Care
Dame Elisabeth Murdoch
Eastern District Computer Services
Esso & BHP Billiton
Gippsland Lakes Escapes
Good Company
Holland Insurance Brokers
Ian Potter Foundation
Melbourne Water 
Monash University
Moonraker Charters
Mornington Sea Glass
National Bank 
Natures Organics
Parks Victoria
Ritchies Supermarkets
Sea All Dolphin Swims
The Buchanan Group
Trust Company
Visitor Publications
Western Port Marina
White Cleland Solicitors
Yaringa Marina

Letter from the Chair  
By Ian Stevenson

Welcome to our new Members!

See videos made by Ambassadors 
from 23 of our ‘i sea, i care’ 
schools on June 4. It was a great 
way for these children in Year 
5/6 to show what they have 
learnt about Western Port and 
their new video-editing skills. 

Go to www.youtube.com/
user/WesternPortMarineNP 

and be impressed by their efforts 
(despite the weather). 

You can also read about it at 774 
ABC Melbourne (see opposite).  
www.abc.net.au/local/
stories/2012/06/05/3518427.
htm 

Thanks to Rangers David, 
Thierry, Michelle and Megan 

Joanne Ainley
Robin Aldridge 
Giulia, Luca and Nicholas Carbone
Wendy-Kaye Carey
Sienna Gaspari
Maddie Glynn
Yvonne Gray
Lily Jones
Darcy Keir
Carissa McQualter
Greg Moore
Anne Renkin
Brian Smith

Melbourne Water wants your 
feedback on the draft Healthy 
Waterways Strategy and 
draft Stormwater Strategy, 
until 30 June 2012. 

Once finalised, these 
strategies will guide 
investment in and 
management of waterways 
and rural and urban 
stormwater in the Port Phillip 
and Western Port regions 
from July 2013 to June 2018. 

The strategies should make 
significant contributions 

to enhancing life and 
liveability in the region. So 
your involvement in their 
development is crucial.

DRI will certainly be giving 
feedback, as we have through 
the various stages to date. 

We often hear people say that 
they have no influence on 
decisions – well, this is your 
chance. Go to consultation.
melbournewater.com.au 
and follow the links.  

Healthy Waterways Strategy – 
have your say

Winter is the time when most 
of us take our attention away 
from our bays and possibly 
even think of holidays in the 
warmth of the north. 

It is also the time when we 
start to see visiting humpback 
and southern right whales, 
and we can use this quieter 
time with schools to develop 
new programs.  

It seems that every couple 
of months local issues 
surface that remind us of 
the important role that DRI 
plays. This time it’s sinkings, 
entanglements and more 
catchment issues.

 DRI has recently partnered 
with RMIT to survey what 
marine and coastal education 
is happening for both our bays.  
A survey of various groups is 
showing that we are achieving 
reasonable education with 
topics such as bird life but 
there are gaps with promotion 
of the other marine treasures 
in the bays.  This reinforces 

STOP PRESS                               

from Parks Victoria for their 
help and sponsorship of the 
day.



News of a Port Phillip dolphin 
calf being tangled in rope 
or fishing line, sent us into 
‘response mode’ on the last 
Friday in April. 
The original call from Polperro 
Dolphin Swims to report their 
sighting and concern was 
followed by discussions with 
DSE. We were also able to 
bring in Trevor Long from Sea 
World and local wildlife and 
cetacean vet Kelly O’Sullivan 
in a phone hook-up.  Together 
it was decided that we needed 
a clearer understanding of the 
status of the dolphin before 
a response plan could be 
developed.
After waiting through the 
Saturday for strong winds to 
subside, DSE, DRI and David 
Donnelly launched our vessels 
on the Sunday and after 6 
hours finally found the dolphin 
with the help of Moonraker 
Dolphin Tours. Even then 
we had to dodge huge swells 
breaking along the edge of the 
South Channel (see below).  

After observation, Dr Kelly 
O’Sullivan concluded that 

has very few identifying marks.
It seemed that the safest option 
for the dolphin was to leave it 
alone and keep an eye out in 
the weeks and months ahead 
and re-evaluate a response 
should the dolphin’s health 
deteriorate. (Entangled dolphin - left)

Little dolphins are very curious 
and playful and we often see 
them playing with seaweed 
(and plastic bags!), tossing 
it and carrying it on their 
pectoral fins and tail. So it is 
not surprising that a young 
dolphin could end up this way 
with discarded fishing gear.  
(There also seems to be a peak 
with entangled seals at the 
moment.) 
It is unclear what the 
entanglement actually was. 
One suggestion was that it 
was a shark line. It is also 
possible that it came from the 
trawler that sunk nearby in 
February. Whilst we cannot 
be sure where this fishing gear 
has come, this can still act as a 
reminder to ensure the careful 
disposal of tangled gear.   

the calf seemed to be in 
good condition and not 
immediately threatened by the 
entanglement.  The dolphin 
appeared to be swimming 
well and occasionally tried to 
bowride.  It could also move 
fast enough at other times to 
avoid being approached. 
We all concluded that the risk 
of major intervention such as 
netting could not be justified 
with this otherwise healthy 
animal. Seaworld was prepared 
to send down their team to 
help.    
A second survey on the 
following day by DSE’s vessel 
concluded that the animal was 
still too fast to get close enough 
with a pole knife, with safety, 
to attempt to cut off some of 
the line. We hope that if it was 
attached by steel hooks, they 
will rust out.

Photos of the adult animal 
that seemed to be most closely 
associated with the calf showed 
that it was a dolphin we first 
identified in 1997. We suspect 
this could be its mother. This 
knowledge could be crucial in 
the future, as the little animal 

Community      
Dolphin Watch     

WE NEED YOU to tell us 
your dolphin sightings. Help 
us to ‘put dots on the map’ 
of dolphin sightings by 
going to our website  www.
dolphinresearch. org.au and 
report your sightings. 

 Whale Watching Rules  
the guidelines are to stay away 
at least 200m in a boat and 
300m on a jet-ski.

Research News

Sue Mason 
Research 
Officer

Report Dolphin 
Sightings

DRI Research at International Conference

Interesting Facts

This photo of a pygmy blue 
whale was taken by me 
from the Centre for Whale 
Research’s vessel earlier this 
year (see DRI’s Autumn 
Newsletter, 2012).

The “blow” that looks like 
water (as you can see in 
the image) is actually water 
vapour that condenses as 
the whale exhales warm air 
from its lungs into the colder 
atmosphere. It’s a bit like 
when we breathe fog on a 
chilly morning. 

Different species of whales 
have different blow patterns. 
For example, humpbacks 
have a small (up to 5m), 
bushy blow, whereas blue 
whales’ is tall (up to 15m) 
and straight, and may be 
heard 3-5 km away.

In March, Sue Mason attended 
the annual European Cetacean 
Society (ECS) conference, this 
year held in Galway, Ireland.
There were approximately 500 
attendees and it ran over three 
days. The program consisted of 
10 talks and over 230 research 
posters. 

A number of presentations 
were on work completed on 
harbour porpoise, a coastal 
species that we do not have 
in Australia.  One of the 
most fascinating talks was on 
environmental DNA (eDNA) 
and the ability to detect 
harbour porpoise presence 

from water samples taken 
hundreds of metres away from 
their sea pens in Denmark. 

The poster (opposite) Sue 
presented is  “Presence of 
epidermal lesions in resident 
southern Australian bottlenose 
dolphins Tursiops sp and short-
beaked dolphins Delphinus 
delphis in Port Phillip, Victoria, 
Australia”. It has also been 
accepted for the  Australian 
Marine Sciences Association - 
New Zealand Marine Science 
Society (AMSA-NZMSS) 
conference to be held in 
Hobart in July this year (on 
our website after this).

Our attendance at such 
conferences is only possible 
through your continuing 
support, thank you. 

Entangled Dolphin



This story, to me, is what 
the ‘i sea, i care’ program is 
really about, inspired young 
environmental champions 
taking their own initiative to 
help secure the future of our 
marine environment.
Amelia Walker, an 
Ambassador at Toorak 
College in 2011 came up 
with an ingenious, down to 
earth way to raise precious 
funds for the program.
“Throughout a few terms 
of 2011, I brought in 
half dozen eggs to sell in 
the staffroom to the staff.  
When my four chickens 
laid enough eggs I’d bring 
them into school and they’d 
be sold by the end of that 
day! They were free range 
and I raised $80 by selling 
them.  It was a great success 
and I hope it helps the 
Dolphin Research Institute 
with their research and 
helping the dolphins.”
By Amelia Walker
Toorak College

It’s a great example of nature 
giving back to nature and an 
inspiration to us all.

Thanks Amelia.

Melbourne Water is a major 
partner of ‘i sea, i care’ through:

waterwatchmelbourne.org.au

Ambassadors in 
Action in 2012                                  

Education News

‘i sea, i care’ Ambassadors and DRI, telling the stories of Victoria’s coast

Mandy 
Robertson
Education 
Director

‘i sea, i care’  Entry
Caring 
for OUR  
Marine Treasures

Look at these at www.
dolphinresearch.org.au

For our Ambassadors, 
go to the blue devil fish!

Peer Teaching - Positive Peer Groups

    CALL NOW  1300 130 949 or email 
education@dolphinresearch.org.au

See us in action at 
dolphinresearch.org.au

It’s been a busy first half 
of the year, with plenty 
of programs, here at the 
centre in Hastings, down 
at the beach and out in the 
community. The whale has 
proved to be a big hit!.

Both ‘i sea, i care’ 
Ambassador programs 
are going really well with 
peer teaching workshops 
in March at Toorak 
College (see photos) and 
St Andrew’s Primary.  Kids 
teaching kids all about 
Victoria’s living marine 
treasures. In June we will have the 

next round of workshops. 
On the 4th ,the Melbourne 
Ambassadors are heading 
out on board the ‘Kasey Lee’ 
to discover the Wonders of 
Western Port, with a view 
to preparing for our annual 
Walk for Western Port event 
in September. 

Then on the 19th , the 
Kingston Ambassadors will 
be finding out about our 
connection to Port Phillip 
and where our rubbish goes 
at the Catchment workshop 
at Banyan Reserve and 
Mordialloc Creek. 

This is also the date we 
will be launching the latest 
education resource for 
schools, the Kingston VELS 
Thinking Starter. Another 
milestone in our journey to 
reach the wider community.


